[bookmark: eye-town-council]Eye Town Council
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[bookmark: aim]Aim
To work towards a low carbon, environmentally sustainable and climate-resilient future for everyone who lives, works and visits Eye.

[bookmark: introduction]Introduction
This Climate Action and Carbon Reduction Plan sets out practical actions that Eye Town Council will undertake, support or encourage in partnership with local organisations, businesses, residents and public bodies.
The Plan recognises that climate change, biodiversity loss and environmental sustainability are closely linked. It therefore seeks not only to reduce carbon emissions, but also to improve biodiversity, encourage sustainable travel, enhance green infrastructure and support healthier lifestyles.
Eye Town Council recognises that many actions within this Plan rely upon partnership working and external funding opportunities. The Council will work collaboratively with Suffolk County Council, Mid Suffolk District Council, local organisations, businesses and community groups wherever possible.

[bookmark: definitions]Definitions
For the purposes of this Plan:
· ETC = Eye Town Council
· SCC = Suffolk County Council
· MSDC = Mid Suffolk District Council
· EOG = Eye Outdoors Group
· EGG = Eye Goes Green

[bookmark: governance-and-review]Governance and Review
Responsibility for overseeing delivery of this Plan rests with Eye Town Council.
Progress against the Plan shall be reviewed annually, with updates reported to the Council.
Actions may be amended, added or reprioritised in response to:
· changes in legislation or national policy;
· funding opportunities;
· environmental priorities;
· partnership opportunities; or
· progress achieved.
The Council will seek to identify external funding opportunities and partnership support where appropriate.

[bookmark: council-commitments]Council Commitments
Eye Town Council will seek to:
· improve the environmental performance of Council-owned buildings and assets;
· reduce unnecessary energy consumption;
· replace lighting with LED alternatives where feasible;
· encourage sustainable procurement and reduced waste;
· support biodiversity enhancement on Council-managed land; and
· promote environmentally sustainable practices at Council events and facilities.

[bookmark: climate-action-plan]Climate Action Plan
	Ref
	Key Action
	Lead / Partners
	Funding / Cost Considerations
	Target / Timescale
	Intended Outcomes
	Status

	1
	Encourage and facilitate increased cycling around Eye, particularly cycling to school, work and shops.
	SCC; MSDC; Eye Outdoors Group
	Grant funding opportunities; SCC transport initiatives
	Ongoing
	Increased active travel and reduced vehicle emissions
	Ongoing

	2
	Encourage and facilitate increased walking in and around Eye for residents and visitors, including walking to work, school, shops and for wellbeing and leisure.
	SCC; MSDC; Woodland Trust; Walkers are Welcome; schools and community groups
	Partnership and grant funding opportunities
	Ongoing
	Improved health and reduced transport emissions
	Ongoing

	3
	Support the Healing Woods Project at the Town Moors, including tree planting, walking trails, benches and enhancement of a circular green corridor around Eye using existing footpaths.
	SCC; Town Moors; EOG; EGG
	Grant funding; partnership support
	Medium term
	Improved biodiversity, wellbeing and habitat connectivity
	Ongoing

	4
	Support sustainable housing development in partnership with MSDC and housing associations on ETC-owned land at Millway Lane, seeking high levels of energy efficiency, reduced carbon emissions and compliance with relevant Future Homes Standards applicable at the time of development.
	MSDC Housing Strategy Team; Housing Associations
	Development funding; external grants
	Long term
	Sustainable and affordable housing provision
	Planned

	5
	Support expansion of electric vehicle charging infrastructure, including installation of an additional EV charging point following the existing provision at Cross Street.
	MSDC
	External funding and infrastructure investment
	Medium term
	Increased support for low-emission transport
	Ongoing

	6
	Create and support the Paddock Community Garden as a biodiverse green space within the town.
	MSDC; community garden volunteers
	Grants; volunteer support
	Ongoing
	Enhanced biodiversity and community engagement
	Ongoing

	7
	Encourage farmers and landowners to plant additional trees and hedgerows, particularly alongside exposed footpaths, and promote uptake of environmental grant schemes.
	Local landowners; environmental organisations
	Government environmental grant schemes
	Ongoing
	Increased carbon capture, biodiversity and landscape resilience
	Ongoing

	8
	Develop and promote a public water refill scheme involving local businesses and community venues, and investigate installation of a publicly accessible drinking water point.
	Eye Business Forum
	Potential grant funding
	Medium term
	Reduction in single-use plastic waste
	Planned

	9
	Encourage more residents to grow their own food through promotion and increased uptake of allotments at Millfield.
	Eye Growers
	Existing allotment resources
	Ongoing
	Improved food sustainability and community wellbeing
	Ongoing

	10
	Replace remaining non-LED lighting within the Town Hall and other Council-owned facilities where feasible.
	ETC
	Council maintenance budgets
	Short term
	Reduced energy consumption and lower running costs
	Ongoing

	11
	Continue replacement of Council-owned street lighting with LED lanterns as part of the maintenance and renewal programme.
	ETC
	Maintenance and infrastructure budgets
	Ongoing
	Reduced energy use and carbon emissions
	Ongoing

	12
	Support development of a Sustainable Transport Hub associated with the Eye Industrial Estate, including consideration of EV infrastructure, active travel links and sustainable transport initiatives.
	MSDC Economic Development Team; Invest in Eye; Eye Goes Green; SCC Highways
	External funding and partnership investment
	Long term
	Improved sustainable transport infrastructure
	Under discussion

	13
	Support biodiversity enhancement projects on Council-managed land, including pollinator-friendly planting, tree planting and habitat management.
	ETC; community volunteers
	Council budgets and grants
	Ongoing
	Increased biodiversity and ecological resilience
	Ongoing

	14
	Encourage reduction of waste, increased recycling and environmentally sustainable practices at Council events and facilities.
	ETC; community organisations
	Existing operational budgets
	Ongoing
	Reduced waste and improved environmental awareness
	Ongoing

	15
	Explore opportunities for renewable energy generation and energy efficiency improvements on Council-owned buildings and facilities.
	ETC; external advisors
	Grant funding opportunities
	Medium term
	Reduced energy costs and lower emissions
	Under review



[bookmark: monitoring-and-reporting]Monitoring and Reporting
Progress against this Plan will be monitored annually by Eye Town Council.
Updates may include:
· actions completed;
· progress against ongoing projects;
· new opportunities identified;
· funding secured; and
· revised priorities.
The Council recognises that some actions are dependent upon external organisations, planning processes, landowners or funding availability.

[bookmark: review]Review
This Plan shall be reviewed annually and updated where appropriate to reflect:
· changing environmental priorities;
· legislative changes;
· technological developments;
· community needs; and
· progress achieved.
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