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MINUTES FOR THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE held in the Council Chamber, Eye Town Hall, on Tuesday 5th May 2026 at 7.00pm

Present:
Cllr. Smith (Chair)
Cllr. Walker 
Cllr. Ager
Cllr. Foulger (Vice-Chair)
Cllr. Brandon

Also in Attendance:
Town Clerk
0 Members of the Public

1. Apologies and Approval of Absences
There were no apologies received.

2. Members’ Declarations of Interests and Consideration of Requests for Dispensations
No declarations of interest or requests for dispensations.
3. Public questions and community announcements
No public present.

4. Meeting closed for public participation

Formal Meeting Agenda was as followed: -
5. To discuss any matters arisen from the minutes and to receive and confirm the minutes of the meeting held in April 2026.
Resolved: Cllr. Smith proposed and Cllr. Foulger seconded. All in favour.

6. Highways, Street Maintenance and waterways			            Chair
6i.Verbal update
INFORMATION ONLY – Public reminder Blocked drains – Please contact Suffolk County Council if you come 
across a blocked drain via their portal https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/highway-            maintenance/report-a-highways-issue or via their customer services on 0345 606 6171 
6ii. Update on the works at the bus stop near the town hall 
The bus shelter works were now completed. Mixed views from the public.
6iii. Vehicle speed concerns between Hoxne Road to Castle Street
Resolved: Committee to consider applying for vehicle monitoring strips to collate data required to pursue concerns with Suffolk Police and Suffolk Highways. Town Clerk to query if it can be used as evidence with Suffolk Highways.



7. Allotments 								             Chair & Town Clerk
7i. Update on any issues/concerns
· Rubbish removal to be carried out – Organise a skip on a Saturday morning. 
· Quotes to be obtained for the building of raised allotment plots for people with disabilities. Cllr. Smith reported that Cllr. Salter would arrange a quote for a bricklayer.
· Costs for community orchard on land adjacent to the allotments 
Cllr. Smith had enquired about getting saplings from heritage trees (up to 200) and the Town Clerk had enquired with the Biodiversity Officer at MSDC as to what other planting (hedgerow mainly to help support the existing biodiversity) can be carried out on site.

8. Financial Management – Cost Centre (Environment Committee) Summary attached.
	
	Current spending against cost centre – Committee to consider:
 8i. Review cost codes. Noted.
 8ii. Review of earmarked reserves. Noted. 
	Chair & Town Clerk 


9. Oak Crescent – Play area 						             Chair/Town Clerk
[bookmark: _Hlk189051932]9i. Update on any issues/concerns
· Play inspection report
No issues raised only thing to decide on was regarding the aerial runway due to the issue with the handle.


10. Skate Park								             Chair
10i. Update on any issues/concerns
· Skatepark signage – signs had been ordered, delivery would hopefully be this week.
· Wireless camera – The camera specification requested from one of the suppliers wasn’t adequate so it was suggested to go with a previous quote from an existing supplier. 

11. Chapels, Cemetery, memorials and church yard updates             	             Chair/Town Clerk
11i.  Update on any issues/concerns
· Amendment to cemetery regulations – Reviewed and agreed by all members present.
· Funding for memorial tree and rose bushes – Cllr. Smith to follow up.
· Recent H & S memorial inspection – Several councillors had attended, the memorial checks were carried out and the new benches were assembled.  
· Back filling of rabbit holes – it was requested that a booking be made for pest control to attend.
· Clearing debris from the drain gulley at the cemetery entrance – it was suggested to get price from current contractor to clean out 4 times a year.
· Ongoing water issues – Our water supplier doesn’t recognise the issue with no water being provided to the cemetery which has been ongoing for five plus years. The Town Clerk had previously tried also to get the matter resolved; the water has been turned off but locating where hasn’t been easy to do. Cllr. Salter offered to speak to his associate who investigated the matter previously to try again and locate the issue. Water container to be put back in use soon it needs to be put back onto a more secure base once that has been done it would be refilled.
· Maintenance of conservation area at the cemetery – it was suggested that a sign be put up to clarify the permitted area for maintenance by grave owners/guardians.
· Addition of plaques to new benches – Town Clerk to acquire prices for plaques and what the cost would be for having them on the new benches.

12. Public toilets at Cross Street						Chair/Town Clerk
12i. Verbal update on any issues/concerns
Recommend to full council to accept quote from plumber for contractual fees.

13. Agenda items for next meeting					              All
No items raised.
Cllr. Ager and Cllr. Brandon stated that they would not be able to attend Junes meeting.
14. Next meeting – 2nd June 2026

15. Meeting closed at 19.50




Signed by Chair/Vice-Chair:………………………………………………….. Date:…………………………………………………………
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