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MINUTES FOR THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE held in the Council Chamber, Eye Town Hall, on Tuesday 3rd March 2026 at 7.00pm

Present:
Cllr. Smith (Chair)
Cllr. Walker (Vice-Chair)
Cllr. Ager
Cllr. Salter
Cllr. Brandon
Cllr. Foulger
Also in Attendance:
Town Clerk
0 Members of the Public

1. Apologies and Approval of Absences
Apologies were received from Cllr. Gatherer and were accepted.
2. Members’ Declarations of Interests and Consideration of Requests for Dispensations
None were declared.
3. Public Questions and Community Announcements
There were no members of the public present.
4. Meeting Closed for Public Participation
Formal Meeting Agenda as follows:
5. To discuss any matters arising from the minutes and to receive and confirm the minutes of the meeting held in February 2026
No matters raised. Cllr. Smith proposed and Cllr. Ager seconded that the minutes of the February 2026 meeting be approved. All were in favour.
6. Highways, Street Maintenance and Waterways – Chair
6i. Verbal update
INFORMATION ONLY – A public reminder regarding blocked drains was noted. Residents were advised to contact Suffolk County Council if they came across a blocked drain via their portal:
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/highway-maintenance/report-a-highways-issue
or via customer services on 0345 606 6171.
6ii. Update on the works at the bus stop near the Town Hall
The committee noted that they were very pleased with the works being carried out so far.
The bus stop had been sanded, the windows removed, exposed metal treated and roofing repaired.
6iii. Committee to review and recommend the next stage of works to Full Council
It was agreed that the next stage of works should include painting the floor, installing Perspex windows and repainting the shelter.
7. Allotments – Chair & Town Clerk
7i. Update on any issues/concerns
Cllr. Smith and the Town Clerk had measured all the allotment plots on Monday. They had been measured in m² and would be converted to rods (squared).
7ii. Footpath/bridleway at Victoria Mill – update
No further information had been received.
7iii. Committee to discuss an increase in rent for 2026–27
It was proposed that allotment rent be increased (per rod) to £3.50 for residents and £4.50 for non-residents. It was also suggested that the deposit be increased from £50 to £100 due to allotment holders not always leaving plots in a manageable state. The increase would start from 1st April 2026.
7iv. To arrange a date in March for measuring allotment plots
The committee noted that the plots had already been measured (see item 7i).
7v. Committee to receive an update regarding the new allotment area (for users with disabilities) and discuss costings
Up to 6 raised plots could be accommodated, initially the council would start with 2 and see how it goes.
8. Financial Management – Cost Centre (Environment Committee) 
Current spending against the cost centres was considered.
8i. Review cost codes
The cemetery budget was noted as being over budget due to works for the chapels.
8ii. Review of earmarked reserves
These were noted.
9. Oak Crescent – Play Area – Chair/Town Clerk
9i. Update on any issues/concerns
None were raised.
10. Skate Park – Chair
10i. Update on any issues/concerns
None were raised.
10ii. To review draft sign
Cllr. Smith proposed that the committee approve the proposed sign. Cllr. Foulger seconded the proposal. All were in favour. The Town Clerk would organise installation.
11. Chapels, Cemetery, Memorials and Churchyard Updates – Chair/Town Clerk
11i. Update on any issues/concerns
None were raised.
11ii. Date to be arranged for memorial headstone check
A date in April 2026 would be arranged and mentioned at Full Town Council (FTC).
11iii. Committee to discuss increasing fees for 2026–27
A 15% increase in fees was proposed. This would be brought to FTC.
11iv. Committee to arrange a working party to install new benches at the cemetery
To be confirmed.
12. Public Toilets at Cross Street – Chair/Town Clerk
12i. Verbal update on any issues/concerns
A deep clean had been carried out in February and another would be carried out later in the year.
13. Agenda items for next meeting – All
Cllr. Ager suggested a town tidy-up.
14. Next Meeting – 15th April 2026
15. Meeting Closed at 19.40
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