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[bookmark: _Hlk170995783]MINUTES FOR THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE held in the Council Chamber, Eye Town Hall, on Tuesday 3rd February 2026 at 7.00pm

Present:
Cllr. Smith (Chair)
Cllr. Walker (Vice-Chair)
Cllr. Ager
Cllr. Salter
Also in Attendance:
Town Clerk
Cemetery Administrative Assistant
0 Members of the Public

1. Apologies and Approval of Absences
Apologies were received from Cllrs. Foulger, Gatherer and Brandon.
RESOLVED: That the apologies were accepted.

2. Members’ Declarations of Interests and Requests for Dispensations
There were none.

3. Public Questions and Community Announcements
There were none.

4. Closure of Public Participation
Public participation was closed.


FORMAL AGENDA
5. Minutes
The Committee considered the minutes of the meeting held in January 2026 and any matters arising.
Cllr. Smith proposed approval of the minutes. Cllr. Walker seconded.
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the January 2026 meeting were approved and signed as a true and accurate record.
All voted in favour.

6. Highways, Street Maintenance and Waterways
6.1 Verbal Update
Blocked Drains – Public Reminder
Residents were reminded to report blocked drains directly to Suffolk County Council via their online reporting portal or by telephoning 0345 606 6171.
Cllr. Salter reported that the previously repaired sink hole had sunk slightly again. The Town Clerk agreed to report this to Highways.
Cllr. Ager raised concerns regarding dog fouling, particularly in Castle Street and Church Street.
Water samples taken from Lamsey Beck and the River Dove were within acceptable parameters. It was noted that regular monitoring would continue.

7. Allotments
7.1 Update on Issues/Concerns
It was noted that up to six plots were to be cleared and prepared for rental.
7.2 Footpath/Bridleway at Victoria Mill
It was noted that a meeting with Highways was scheduled for the following week regarding the proposed change.
7.3 Increase in Rent for Plot Holders
This item was deferred to Full Council.



7.4 Plot Measurements
Committee Members were asked to liaise with Cllr. Smith to ensure plots were measured accurately for invoicing purposes.
Cllr. Smith advised that numbered metal stakes would be prepared for all plots.
7.5 New Accessible Allotment Area
Cllr. Smith outlined proposals to install six raised beds with adjacent accessible pathways. Vehicle access would also be available.
7.6 Biodiversity Planting Plan and Tree Survey
Proposals were discussed for planting species-supporting trees and plants to enhance biodiversity at Victoria Mill.
It was agreed that a tree survey would be prepared.

8. Financial Management – Environment Committee Cost Centre
The Committee reviewed current expenditure against the allocated cost centre.
The following were considered:
· Review of cost codes
· Review of earmarked reserves

9. Oak Crescent Play Area
9.1 Update
It was confirmed that the Perspex panel previously removed due to damage would not be replaced.

10. Skate Park
10.1 Update
No additional concerns were raised.
10.2 Replacement Signage
It was agreed that a quote would be obtained for a replacement “Do’s and Don’ts” sign.
Cllr. Walker agreed to action this.

11. Chapels, Cemetery, Memorials and Churchyard
11.1 Tree Works
It was reported that a large limb extending towards the road from one of the Birch trees would be removed.
Both Birch trees would receive a crown lift.
Cllr. Ager enquired about ivy growth in the Yew trees.
Cllr. Smith advised that maintenance of two trees per year was planned.
11.2 Installation of Trees on Graves
The Committee discussed installation arrangements and associated costs.
11.3 Memorial Tree Quote
One quote had been received for £13,100 + VAT.
Inscription cost was £83 + VAT per leaf.
RESOLVED: That the proposal be recommended to Full Council for consideration.
11.4 Memorial Headstone Inspection
It was agreed that a date in March/April would be arranged nearer the time.
11.5 Rose Garden Fencing
Committee Members were asked to liaise with Cllr. Smith regarding removal of fencing at the rear of the rose garden.
11.6 Cemetery Boundary
It was noted that the cemetery boundary required clearing and replanting. Volunteers would be welcomed.
Cllr. Walker suggested approaching the Youth Council to assist with hedge planting.
11.7 Fees 2026–27
RESOLVED: That a 10% increase in cemetery fees be recommended to Full Council.

12. Public Toilets – Cross Street
12.1 Update
No additional issues were raised.


12.2 Spring and Summer Deep Clean
Cllr. Smith proposed.
Cllr. Walker seconded.
RESOLVED: That spring and summer deep cleans be arranged.
All voted in favour.

13. Agenda Items for Next Meeting
Cllr. Salter requested that a date for community litter picking be included on the next agenda.

14. Date of Next Meeting
Tuesday 3rd March 2026.

15. Closure
The meeting closed at 8.10pm.
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