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MINUTES FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING OF EYE TOWN COUNCIL held in Eye Town Hall, on Wednesday 20th October 2025 at 7.30pm

Present:  Cllrs. Brandon (Mayor), Walker, Smith, Salter, Ager, Gatherer, Rangecroft (Deputy Mayor), Brayley-Neale, Lewis, and Woodley.  
Also present: Town Clerk, member(s) of the public, and Cty. Cllr Henry Lloyd
Mayor Brandon welcomed all those present.
[bookmark: _Hlk198139496]PART A
10/2025-01 Apologies and approval of absence(s) 
Cllr. Crispin – apology received. It was stated that Cllr. Crispin had only attended one FTC meeting since November 2024. Cllr. Rangecroft clarified as to the criteria when councillors hadn’t attended a meeting for this length of time. Were councillors able to carry out their duties if they’re not attending meetings (inc. committees). 
1 abstention 10 in favour of not accepting apology for absence.
Cllr. Ahearne – Apology received and accepted.
Cllr. Hunt – Apology received and accepted.

10/2025-02 Members’ Declarations of local Interests and Consideration of Requests for Dispensations
There were no declarations or requests for dispensation.

10/2025-03 Public Forum
a. County Councillor Report – Cllr. Henry Lloyd (L)
Report below (appendix 1)
b. District Councillor Report – Cllr. Lucy Elkin – Unable to attend, apologies given.
Report below (appendix 2)
c. Members of the Public – to receive questions and matters of concern from those present. 
No questions raised.
Meeting closed for public participation.  Formal Council statutory business was as followed: -
10/2025-04 To receive and confirm the minutes of the Full Town Council Meeting on the 17th September 2025. 
Cllr. Brandon proposed and Cllr. Walker seconded. In favour.
10/2025-05 To receive and comment on planning applications appeals and consideration of late applications. 
a. DC/25/04199 Approval of Details reserved by Requirement 22 of The Progress Power (Gas Fired
Power Station) Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/1570). Progress Power Ltd, Potash Lane, Eye, Suffolk IP23 7HE
b. DC/25/04247 Planning Application - Erection of two-storey extension to south gable end of 1
Thorpe Hall Cottage and single-storey extension to east wall of 2 Thorpe Hall Cottage. Location: 1 And 2 Thorpe Hall Cottages, Hall Lane, Horham, IP21 5EA
c. DC/25/04286 Location: Planning Application - Erection of an ancillary single-storey outbuilding to provide additional ground floor floorspace associated with the existing Class E use 13 Castle Street, Eye, IP23 7AN
Item 5 a-c – No objections
https://planning.baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/  Search by the reference number.
10/2025-06 To receive and note Determinations received since the last meeting.
a.   DC/25/04328|Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/22/04881 - Condition 16 (Surface Water Drainage Verification Repo)|Land To The North Of Wellington Road Eye SuffolkGranted
b. DC/25/03621|Discharge of Conditions Application for 3563/15 - Condition 21 (Fire Hydrants)|Land At Eye Airfield Castleton Way Eye SuffolkGranted
c. DC/25/03516|Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/23/05929 - Conditions 8 (Materials), 10 (ASHP Noise Assessment) and 14 (Solar PV Future proofing)|Land At Eye Airfield Castleton Way Eye SuffolkGranted
d. DC/25/03063|Application to determine if prior approval is required for a proposed: Change of use from Commercial, Business and Service (Use Class E) to Dwellinghouses (Use Class C3) Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 (as amended) Schedule 2 Part3 Class MA - Part conversion of existing commercial building to form 4no new residential flats. (Including retention of existing ground floor commercial / retail space).|Lawrence House Magdalen Street Eye IP23 7AJFormal Approval IS required - Approved  
Item 6 a-d – Noted.
10/2025-07 To receive any update or recommendations from the Planning Committee meeting.
There were none.
[bookmark: _Hlk3791955][bookmark: _Hlk506803436]
10/2025-08 To receive any update or recommendations from the Environment Committee meeting. 
a. CCTV for the skatepark – follow on from Environment Committee October 2025 meeting
Cllr. Smith proposed that it would be possible to install a pole within the skatepark area at a cost of £220. Cllr. Smith proposed and Cllr. Foulger seconded. In favour.
b. Repairing both chapel roofs update – Roof of the left hand chapel was ¾ of the way completed.
c. Rose Garden update – The brickwork had been completed, it would be filled with topsoil and then planted.
d. Diversion of public footpath 17 – proposal from Suffolk Highways – no objection. Cllr. Smith proposed and Cllr. Ager seconded. In favour.
e. Information only – recent issues with incidents in Broad Street and Castle Street and clarification regarding road crossings. Suffolk Highways had carried out a site visit to look at the three areas where crossings had been suggested, but unfortunately due to the criteria specified by Highways it was not possible to convert the areas into proper crossings. 
f. For information – funds to be reserved for the Victoria Mill allotments to remove overgrown vegetation to reinstate the footpath. The other footpath on the land was being proposed by highways to be diverted.

10/2025-09 To receive any update or recommendations from the Finance and Governance Committee meeting. 
The meeting was short, no other items apart from the standard for discussion.

10/2025-10 To receive any update or recommendations from the Town Hall and Events Committee meeting.
a. Remembrance Sunday 2025 progress update. Cllr. Salter confirmed all was in order. Look forward to seeing everyone on the day.
b. Late night shopping 2025 progress update. All was in order.
c. Town Hall internal decoration update.
Cllr. Walker explained what had happened. It was agreed to state a date for the works to be carried out.
d. Works for Town Hall roof update
Proposal: The works were due to be completed back in July 2025, extra time was given due to a matter out of the council’s control. Town Council to decide as to whether the work should still go ahead or contact the contractor for a refund of the deposit. Deadline for mid-November.
[bookmark: _Hlk3792084]10/2025-11 To receive and confirm the following Financial Matters:
a. [bookmark: _Hlk524598654] To receive and note the current bank balances. Noted.
b.  To receive and approve invoices presented for payment for October 2025. Agreed.
c.  To note payment of Staff Salaries for July 2025 by bank transfer payable on the 15th October 2025. Noted.
d.  Reserves report – noted.
e.  Electrician and Plumbing services quotation for consideration
Two additional quotes required before a decision would be made.
f. CCTV camera at The Bank update and proposal for purchasing a camera to assist in issues with vehicles ignoring the Traffic Regulation Order in Broad Street.
The following queries were made:
· Request made to double check that ETC would own the equipment. 
· What would happen when the information had been collated, would it be easy to access?
· With the information collected could it be confirmed that it would be accepted for any prosecution(s)?
If the above were a yes, would the council provisionally wish to proceed with the camera(s)?
Cllr. Brandon proposed and Cllr. Rangecroft seconded, 10 in favour 1 abstention.
g. NS & I account signatory amendment 
Proposal: Town Council to approve the completion of a declaration form, appointments of signatories will need to be confirmed in writing. Five signatories were required, two of them being the Mayor and the Town Clerk. The Town Clerk would complete the form (once signed) and submit it on the council’s behalf. 
10/2025-12 To consider or note items of correspondence not already circulated
No items for consideration.

10/2025-13 Information only - Co-opted members clarification
Cllr. Foulger mentioned that he had someone mention to him about the castle lights being left on    
had the council been aware of other complaints? No one had received any complaints/concerns.

10/2025-14 Under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public and press are excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 3 of Schedule 12A of the Act. Noted.

PART B - IN CAMERA
10/2025-15 Follow up from Persimmon meeting held in October 2025
Discussions were held regarding Phase 3.

10/2025-16 Eye Neighbourhood Plan update
Meeting with Dist. Cllr. Elkin. There was a call for sites back in spring 2025 future aspirations.
Consultants to be contacted in relation to updating the NHP.
[bookmark: _Hlk3792219]10/2025-17 Date of next meeting Wednesday 19th November 2025.

10/2025-18 Meeting closed at 9.13pm



Signed by Chair:……………………………………..    Date:………………………………..


























Appendix 1
Parish & County Reports
October County Report
Oct 01, 2025
Suffolk’s vision for nature recovery
Suffolk County Council is one of 48 responsible authorities in England, appointed by The Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs to lead on preparing its LNRS.
The council’s cabinet will seek to approve it for publication at their meeting on Tuesday 9 September.
The strategy’s aim is to address the decline in nature, identify ways to help it recover and deliver wider benefits such as reducing flood risk.
“This is an important document; it will hopefully be the catalyst to reversing the decline in Suffolk’s nature.”
Together these strategies will form a national ‘nature network’, proposing actions such as the creation of wetlands, restoration of peatlands, planting of trees and hedgerows, and more sustainable management of existing woodlands and other habitats like grasslands.
Other Suffolk local authorities, nature experts, farmers and a wide range of interested organisations have contributed to Suffolk’s strategy, along with members of the public.
The process of creating the strategy began in 2022 and has had over 50,000 Suffolk engagements recorded at over 250 events. This culminated in a public consultation in Spring this year, with over 500 responses.
“What this process has shown us, is that nature truly means a great deal to the people of Suffolk.
“There is a clear passion for caring for wildlife, but also recognition of the physical and mental health benefits of a thriving natural environment.
“I’d like to thank members of the public, landowners and experts for their contributions, enabling us to agree priorities for nature recovery in Suffolk and propose the actions to reverse this decline.
“This is an important document, it will hopefully be the catalyst to reversing the decline in Suffolk’s nature. In turn, this can help in many other ways by mitigating inland flooding risk, creating new green spaces to improve our health and wellbeing, and supporting farmers to bring new funding into the rural economy and generate employment and training opportunities.”
Suffolk has worked very closely with Norfolk County Council, who are also preparing their own LNRS. The authorities formed the Norfolk and Suffolk Nature Recovery Partnership, to identify common themes and opportunities to enable nature recovery support.
Subject to approval by the cabinet at Suffolk County Council, the LNRS will then be shared with district and borough councils and the Broads Authority for a final consultation before publication by the end of October.

32,000 solar panels and counting for Solar Together Suffolk project
The group-buying programme enables Suffolk residents to buy solar panels and battery storage, helping to save money on their energy bills and cut carbon emissions.
It is backed by Suffolk County Council and all local borough and district councils.
Solar Together Suffolk has been running for seven years, and in that time has:
· installed 32,024 solar panels at 2,651 Suffolk households
· installed 1,768 battery storage systems
· reduced 1,900 tonnes of carbon emissions across the county
“Homes still account for nearly a quarter of all Suffolk’s CO2 emissions. But we are helping homeowners and landlords reduce these through initiatives like Solar Together Suffolk, and the Suffolk Climate Emergency Plan.”
It’s free to register with Solar Together Suffolk and receive an installation quote - there is no obligation to go ahead with the installation.
The project helps homeowners feel confident that they are paying the right price for a high-quality installation from qualified installers, and increases their independence from the national grid.
The scheme not only offers solar panels, but also battery storage and EV chargepoints. Customers who have already invested in solar panels can also get quotes for battery storage, to get more from the renewable energy they generate.
“Solar Together Suffolk has installed an impressive 11.7 MW of solar panels across Suffolk homes.
“Many Suffolk customers have told us that the main reason for installing solar panels was for the benefit of the climate and environment, followed by saving money on bills and reducing their reliance on the grid.
“Homes still account for nearly a quarter of all Suffolk’s CO2 emissions. But we are helping homeowners and landlords reduce these through initiatives like Solar Together Suffolk, and the Suffolk Climate Emergency Plan.
“We want to help residents make their homes and lifestyles as sustainable and energy efficient as possible – whether through improving insulation, how homes are heated, electric vehicle infrastructure, or solar panels and batteries.”
Marie-Louise Abretti, Solar Together UK Business Manager, said:
“With energy prices continuing to fluctuate, residents of Suffolk are looking for opportunities to reduce their carbon emissions, save on energy bills, and increase their independence from the grid.
“The Solar Together Suffolk group-buying scheme offers a straightforward way to make an informed decision and to access a competitive offer from a trusted, vetted provider.”

Extra event for aspiring firefighters announced following unprecedented demand
The FREE one-hour virtual session will take place online via Microsoft Teams on Tuesday 9 September from 6 pm. It is open to anyone aged 18 and over, with no maximum age limit and no requirement to be a Suffolk resident.
The Service ran a series of virtual and in-person taster sessions in August, with the latter hosted at fire stations across the county. These gave attendees an insight into the life of a wholetime firefighter, and the recruitment and training processes. Participants who attended in person were also able to meet the recruitment team and serving firefighters, who showed them around the station and equipment.
These sessions proved extremely popular, prompting the Service to take the highly unusual step of adding an additional virtual event to meet demand.
Tickets for the added session are available on a first come, first served basis, so the team advises that anyone interested should book as early as possible to avoid disappointment. You can register via Eventbrite - Suffolk Fire and Rescue Wholetime Taster Session- Virtual Tickets, Multiple Dates | Eventbrite.
The session is open to the public, wholetime external transfers, and on-call firefighters from Suffolk and other services. Attendance at a taster session is essential for anyone wishing to apply later this month, as it ensures that candidates fully understand the role and recruitment process.
Martyn Hazelwood, Recruitment and Retention Manager at Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service, said:
“This additional virtual session will be the last opportunity for anyone considering a career as a wholetime firefighter to find out what is really involved in the role and what makes our fire service such a great place to work.
“Many people who have attended our sessions have been surprised to find out that being a firefighter isn’t just about fighting fires, so it’s well worth getting a proper insight into what life is like as part of our team before applying.”
Steve Wiles, Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet Member for Public Health and Public Protection, added:
“This is fantastic news, not only for Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service but for the county – the fact that so many people are expressing an interest in becoming a firefighter shows how valued the role is and how committed our community is to public safety.”
Further information about becoming a wholetime firefighter is available via the Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service recruitment website: https://suffolk-firefighters.co.uk/wholetime-firefighter/



Saving Suffolk £39.4 million a year and enhancing local services – One Suffolk plan revealed
Millions of pounds of public money would be saved and reinvested in frontline services and benefits for the whole of Suffolk, if the Government backs a new plan published today (Monday 8 September).
The ambitious proposal will see all of Suffolk’s six councils abolished and replaced with one new unitary council - which would deliver both local and county-wide services.
The One Suffolk business case demonstrates that a single unitary for Suffolk will save £78.2 million after the first five years, while three councils would cost an eye-watering £145.3 million more than the current two-tier system. After the first five years, one council would save £39.4 million a year, whereas three would cost £13.1 million more than the current model. The business case is built on rigorous financial analysis of Suffolk-based data conducted by global advisory firm Grant Thornton, rather than generic national modelling.
One Suffolk would have the capacity to create real improvements to council services which would benefit everyone, including:
· Improved financial resilience, enabling the unitary council to free up resources for frontline services and keep council tax as low as possible.
· Harmonising Council Tax to the lowest level across Suffolk. Based on current levels this would result in Band D properties seeing a reduction of £245 in Ipswich, £17 in East Suffolk, £29 in West Suffolk, £19 in Babergh and a freeze in Mid Suffolk.
· A new deal for market towns, including Ipswich, backed by a £40m capital investment fund, and a review of car parking charges and markets conducted in consultation with traders, businesses and representative bodies.
· Empowering communities by offering powers and funding to town and parish councils where these councils express a desire for additional responsibilities. Creating a new town council for Ipswich to enhance democratic representation.
· A proactive and revitalised highways service that says ‘yes’ more - acting swiftly, communicating clearly and delivering more.
· Creating a unified planning framework that delivers greater consistency, efficiency, and strategic alignment across Suffolk, paired with local planning committees so decisions are made close to home.
· Leveraging technology and innovation to create a modern council prepared for future challenges.
· Building a strong, flourishing, and resilient local economy that serves all residents, businesses, and communities.
· A stronger voice for Suffolk through effective collaboration with the new mayor, focusing on clear investment priorities that maximise benefits.

Councillor Richard Rout, Suffolk County Council’s cabinet member for devolution, local government reform and NSIPs, said:
“I am certain that One Suffolk will deliver the greatest possible savings and the greatest improvement to services of any of the proposals put to government.
“It will save a net £39.4m each year, which, amongst other things, will enable the new council to establish a new locality model backed by 16 locality teams, empower towns and parish councils that want to do more to take on funding and responsibilities, and deliver initiatives like a new deal for Market Towns and Ipswich which is backed by a £40m capital investment pot and a full review of car parking and markets conducted hand-in-hand with business.
“When we go through a process like this and tell residents it will save money, it is only fair they feel that benefit on day one of the new council. That is why we back harmonising Council Tax to the lowest level in Suffolk. Currently this would see everyone in Suffolk have their bills reduced, apart from in Mid Suffolk where bills would be frozen at the same level.
“We are very clear that this would be a brand-new council with a new culture and a new relationship with residents, businesses, community and voluntary organisations and town and parish councils. Too often our existing councils, both county and district or borough, start from a position of no. We’ve heard this loud and clear and have built the One Suffolk proposal around enabling what people want to see locally and giving them access to their local council.
“I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone for their engagement with the One Suffolk campaign. We spoke directly to residents, members of the business community, voluntary, community, faith and social enterprises, parish and town councils, and political stakeholders and other key influencers.
“Together we have created a plan for Suffolk that we can all proudly stand behind.”
One Suffolk was developed by Suffolk County Council in response to Government’s call to reorganise local government across the country and move away from the current two-tier system that has been in place since 1974.
This is the first of two business cases expected from Suffolk’s councils outlining their proposed plans for Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) in the county.
Under the One Suffolk proposal is the creation of a brand-new organisation with new councillors, innovative service delivery methods, and streamlined local communications and accountability. This isn’t just a continuation or expansion of the existing structure. One Suffolk will forge new relationships with town and parish councils, businesses, voluntary groups, and public sector organisations.
The alternative proposal from the districts and borough councils, to split Suffolk into three arbitrary council areas, could put key services such as social care at serious risk. It would also cost many millions to set up.
By creating three new areas across Suffolk, essential county-wide services like adult social care and children’s services must be disaggregated - resulting in higher costs and a postcode lottery for the county’s most vulnerable residents.
The One Suffolk campaign engaged communities from across Suffolk, with 8,189 responses to our Residents’ Survey. This made it the largest survey response rate for the county council in the past decade.

Window now open to apply for primary and secondary school places
The deadline for applications to secure a place at a secondary school is Friday 31 October 2025 and for primary school places, including infant and junior schools, the deadline is Thursday 15 January 2026.
All applications received by the relevant closing date are processed at the same time using the schools’ oversubscription criteria to prioritise applications when necessary. Late applications are processed after all of those received on time.
Last year, Suffolk County Council received over 14,700 on time applications for pupils wishing to start at a primary or infant school, or to transfer to a junior school, or into Year 7 at a secondary school from September 2025.
94% of applicants received offers for their first preference school and 98.4% of applicants received an offer for one of their top three preferred schools.
Councillor Andrew Reid, Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet Member for Education and SEND said:
“Parents and carers need to carefully consider which schools to apply for on behalf of their child. They need to make sure they complete and submit their application by the closing date to give them the best chance of getting a place at one of their preferred schools. We recommend that parents and carers apply for more than one school, and they can list up to three schools on their application.”
“I would strongly advise that parents and carers think about how their child will travel to school before they apply for a school place. It is important that parents and carers check which is their child’s nearest suitable school on our Nearest School Checker because this might not be their catchment area school. This can be found at
http://nearestschool.suffolk.gov.uk/.”
Further information on SCC’s School Travel Policy can be found at www.suffolkonboard.com/schooltravel.
Parents and carers should apply online at www.suffolk.gov.uk/admissions as they will receive confirmation that their application has been received. If for any reason they are unable to apply online they should apply on a paper application (CAF1). Suffolk County Council is unable to acknowledge receipt of paper applications and therefore suggest that proof of posting is obtained.
If families are planning to move house or think their circumstances may change before next September, it is still important to make an application on time using the current address. It is recommended to apply for schools based on the current address in case the proposed move falls through. Advice and guidance about this process is available at www.suffolk.gov.uk/admissions.
Families who apply online will be able to log on to the Online Service on National Offer Day, which is Monday 2 March 2026 for secondary school places and Thursday 16 April 2026 for primary school places, to see their offer of a school place, and they will receive an email to confirm this offer on the same day. Offer letters will be sent by second class post to applicants who made a paper application.
Information to help parents and carers make their application is available at www.suffolk.gov.uk/admissions.


























Appendix 2
Parish & District report
Mid Suffolk District Council Report for Eye Ward – October 2025 (Eye, Occold and Redlingfield) 

	Local government reform – business case for three unitaries proposed
	In September, Suffolk’s District and Borough Councils published detailed proposals for three new unitary councils. These plans have been developed in response to the government’s decision to replace all ‘two-tier’ councils with single ‘unitary’ councils. The three proposed councils would each serve a local area – Western, Central and Eastern, and Ipswich and Southern. (The County Council is proposing one unitary for Suffolk.) Two public sessions on the changes were held in September, in Stowmarket and in Eye. 

The District and Borough Councils approved their proposal in September, which has now been submitted to the Government. The government will then review both sets of proposals (for three unitaries, or one), and is expected to make a decision next spring. Further information, including the full case for change, proposed maps, and a timeline, can be found at: https://threecouncilsforsuffolk.org/ 

	New national bin collection changes
	Suffolk Recycles is currently running a social media campaign to prepare residents for the upcoming changes to bin collections in the area.  It is important for us all to ensure that people get the correct information so please direct them to the website https://www.suffolkrecycling.org.uk/recycling-composting/recycling-at-home/better-recycling where the facts are clearly laid out. 

	Update on new electrical recycling bin 
	The new recycling bin for small electrical items in Buckshorn Lane car park in Eye is being very well used – on occasion, this has meant it has become full and items are being left nearby. This has been reported. 

	Solar Together Suffolk Project

	The Solar Together Suffolk scheme is now open for free 2025 registrations. The group-buying programme enables Suffolk residents to buy solar panels and battery storage, helping to save money on their energy bills and cut carbon emissions. The scheme has been running for 7 years and has installed 32,000 solar panels in that time. More information can be found on Mid Suffolk District Council’s website: 32,000 solar panels and counting for Solar Together Suffolk project - Mid Suffolk District Council - babergh.gov.uk / midsuffolk.gov.uk 

	Schools Green Skills Summit
	The second Schools Green Skills Summit will be held on 10th October.  Around 90 students from across 11 schools in Babergh and Mid Suffolk were involved in a UN COP-style event to encourage a better understanding of how climate change can be addressed.  More details can be found online.  https://www.babergh.gov.uk/w/babergh-and-mid-suffolk-councils-schools-green-skills-summit 

	Work on Victoria Mill
	The District Council has carried out some much-needed repairs to Victoria Mill. Plans are being developed to improve management of the green space around the Mill for biodiversity, aiming to leave more areas of long grass for wildflowers (provided residents support this). The sign with heritage information about the Mill is to be replaced. 

	Reintroduction of Living Well in Winter Grant

	Babergh and Mid Suffolk Councils are funding the Living Well in Winter grant for the third consecutive year, with grants of up to £2,000 available. More information can be found here: Mid Suffolk District Council Funding - Mid Suffolk District Council - babergh.gov.uk / midsuffolk.gov.uk

	Grants for Mid Suffolk town centres and launch of ‘Eye Love’ project
	Mid Suffolk District Council has launched a grant fund to assist high street businesses to improve their shop fronts, through measures such as improved lighting or signage. More information and application guidelines can be found here: 
https://heartofsuffolk.co.uk/invest/business-support/grants-and-funding/mid-suffolk-town-centre-shopfront-scheme/

It was also great to see the launch in September of the Eye Love project in support of the town’s highstreet in September, with initial grant funding from Mid Suffolk. 

	Other grants 
	For information on other council grants available to community organisations, please see: https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/community-funding or email BMSDCgrants@baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk for advice on grant funding options.



Cllr Lucy Elkin 	lucy.elkin@midsuffolk.gov.uk  or 07928 512590    | For updates: www.facebook.com/CllrLucy 
Mid Suffolk District Council services: see www.midsuffolk.gov.uk, phone 0300 123 4000, or drop in to see Council staff at Eye Library, every Friday 9.30-12pm – no appointment is needed.
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