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MINUTES FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING OF EYE TOWN COUNCIL held in Eye Town Hall, on Wednesday 16th July 2025 at 7.30pm

Present:  Cllrs. Brandon, Walker, Smith, Salter, Ager, Gatherer, Rangecroft, Brayley-Neale, Lewis, Hunt, Ahearne, Foulger and Woodley.  
Also present: Town Clerk, 7 member(s) of the public and Dist. Cllr Lucy Elkin, and Cty. Cllr Henry Lloyd
Mayor Brandon welcomed all those present.
07/2025-01 Apologies and approval of absence(s) 
No apologies received from Cllr. Crispin.

07/2025-02 Members’ Declarations of local Interests and Consideration of Requests for Dispensations
Cllr. Brandon declared an interest regarding item 14 (member of ToooT).

07/2025-03 Public Forum
a. County Councillor Report – Cllr. Henry Lloyd
Cllr. Lloyd went through the highlights of his report. See appendix 1 for full report.
Cllr. Salter commented that the cycle tour due to come through in September could the road surfaces be brought up to standard. Cllr. Lloyd said he would put forward the concerns to Highways.
Cllr. Smith commented that the road quality was poor for cyclists in the town generally.
b. District Councillor Report – Cllr. Lucy Elkin
Cllr. Elkin went through the highlights of her report. See appendix 2 for full report.
Cllr. Rangecroft asked about when the changes would start for the recycling if glass is to be recycled on the doorstep it would be helpful to remove the bottle banks to have the car spaces available again. A car parking strategy was being carried out soon to try and free up more places.
Cllr. Ager asked about what the latest update for Paddock House. Cllr. Elkin responded saying that a small amount of asbestos had been found. Archaeologists had found many items on the and will be carrying out more pits, the items found would be viewable at a later date.
Oak Crescent parking on the green, Cllr. Elkin said it had been reported to MSDC for a deterrent around the edge.
Cllr. Rangecroft asked about when Cross Street would be occupied, Cllr. Elkin said that last month she was advised that there would be someone moving in soon but no further update at the moment.


c. Members of the Public – to receive questions and matters of concern from those present.
There were none.	
Meeting to be closed for public participation.  Formal Council statutory business as follows: -
07/2025-04 To receive and confirm the minutes of the Full Town Council Meeting on the 18th June 2025. 
The minutes were agreed, Cllr. Brandon proposed and Cllr. Walker seconded. In favour.
07/2025-05 To receive and comment on planning applications appeals and consideration of late applications. 
a. DC/25/03076|Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/22/04358 - Condition 5 (Construction Method Statement)|Hartismere School Castleton Way Eye Suffolk IP23 7BL
b. DC/25/02976|Application for a Non-Material Amendment relating to DC/21/00609 - This application proposes to include a pedestrian and emergency access route to Haygate.|Land To The South Of Eye Airfield And North Of Castleton Way Eye
c. DC/25/02947|Householder Application - Rendering of external walls and gables. Replacement of roof with new roof that will be raised by 500mm|30 Wellington Road Eye Suffolk IP23 7BE
d. DC/25/02828|Application under Section 73 of The Town and Country Planning Act for DC/22/04358 (Sports Hall) for the variation of Condition 14 (Non-licensed bat method statement including roost monitoring) to provide it prior to commencement above slab level.|Hartismere School Castleton Way Eye IP23 7BL
e. DC/25/02790|Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/23/05929 - Condition 4 (Pedestrian and cycle connections) and 5 (Estate road and footpaths)|Land At Eye Airfield Castleton Way Eye Suffolk
f. DC/25/02755|Application for Listed Building Consent - Replacing cement render with lime render|Burnt House Farm Hoxne Road Eye Suffolk IP23 7NL
g. DC/25/02657|Discharge of Conditions Application for 3563/15 - Part discharge of Conditions 16 (Waste Management) and 22 (Construction Management Plan) for Phase 2 only.|Land At Eye Airfield Castleton Way Eye Suffolk
Cllr. Brandon proposed the comments for the above applications and Cllr. Ager seconded. In favour.
https://planning.baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/  Search by the reference number.
07/2025-06 To receive and note Determinations received since the last meeting.
a. DC/25/02687|Development by a Statutory Undertaker - Installation of Subtended Headend Sidepod onto existing BT cabinet|Land Opposite 9 Hutton Court Eye Suffolk Raise No Objection
b. DC/25/02636|Development by a Statutory Undertaker - Erection of 3 No. 9m Poles|Oak Crescent    
Eye Suffolk Permission not required
c. DC/25/02276|Discharge of Conditions Application for 3563/15 - Part discharge of Conditions 23 (Land Contamination 2), 25 (Land Contamination 3) , 26 (Land Contamination 4) for Parcel 15 only.|Land At Eye Airfield Castleton Way Eye Suffolk Part Granted/Part Refused
d. DC/25/02698|Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/22/02544 - Condition 7 (Construction Management Plan)|Land Rear Of 27 Magdalen Street Eye Suffolk IP23 7AJ Granted
e. DC/25/01974|Approval of Details reserved by Requirement 15 and 23(1), pursuant to The Progress Power (Gas Fired Power Station) Order 2015 As Amended|Progress Power Ltd Potash Lane Eye Suffolk IP23 7HE Granted
f. DC/25/01793|Planning Application. Installation of a new odour abatement system.|Shazan Foods Magdalen Street Eye IP23 7AH Granted



g. DC/25/01718|Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/24/03003- Condition 3 (Access Surfacing), Condition 4 (Construction Management Plan), Condition 5 (Hard and Soft Landscaping), Condition 6 (Advanced Planting), Condition 7 (Landscape Maintenance), Condition 9 (Biodiversity Enhancement Layout) and Condition 11 (Biodiversity Enhancement Measures)|Burnt House Farm Hoxne Road Eye Suffolk IP23 7NL Granted
h. DC/25/01717|DIscharge of Conditions Application for DC/23/05641 - Condition 4 (external materials), Condition 9 (road materials), Condition 18 (refuse), Condition 19 (bin and cycle stores/sheds) and Condition 24 (access and associated works)|Site Of Former Paddock House Wellington Road Eye Suffolk Granted
i. DC/25/01408|Full Planning Application - Erection of factory extension.|C And K Meats Ltd Potash Lane Eye IP23 7HE Granted
j. DC/24/05426|Full Planning Application - Change of use from F1 (Learning and non-residential institutions) to C3 (Dwellinghouse), installation of 4no. rooflights, and construction of dropped kerb.|Gospel Centre Castle Street Eye Suffolk IP23 7AW Refused
k. DC/23/05929|Application for Approval of Reserved Matters in part (Phase 2) following Outline Approval 3563/15 Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015 (as amended) Submission of details for Appearance, Landscaping, Layout and Scale for 127No dwellings, including 25No affordable houses, car parking, open space provision with associated infrastructure, including details in relation to Conditions 3 (Reserved Matters), 12 (Renewables) and 18 (Surface Water Drainage).|Land South Of Eye Airfield And North Of Castleton Way Eye Suffolk Granted
07/2025-07 To receive any update or recommendations from the Planning Committee meeting. 
Cllr. Ager informed the council that she had attended a Housing Committee meeting held recently. Cllr. Ager asked that the Housing Sub-Committee be reformed for Eye Town Council. It was agreed to do so.
[bookmark: _Hlk3791955][bookmark: _Hlk506803436]
07/2025-08 To receive any update or recommendations from the Environment Committee meeting. 
Cllr. Smith has spoken to Anglian Water regarding the water pump station?? Kings Bridge water/river.
It was also mentioned about looking to replace the benches at the cemetery with recycled plastic ones, which were more durable.

07/2025-09 To receive any update or recommendations from the Finance and Governance Committee meeting.
a. Recommendation for approval on replacement laptop for the Town Clerk. Cllr. Salter proposed and Cllr. Walker seconded. In favour.
b. Review and recommend any changes for two policies: Risk Management/Assessment and Internal Controls. Internal Controls do not require changes, ok for approval. Risk Management Assessment was more or less there but there were two items that required clarification. 
c. Recommendation to acknowledge the internal audit report and action any recommendations from the Internal Auditor. Report acknowledged, the only comment made was that minutes needed to be initialled as well as signed, which was noted. The council agreed that the audit process was effective in identifying key control measures. 

07/2025-10 To receive any update or recommendations from the Town Hall and Events Committee meeting.
a. VJ Day update; The organising of the event was almost there just waiting on confirmation from one of the performers, advertisement would be going out soon.
b. Repairs on the clock tower would be starting next week; the scaffolding would be going up by the end of the week.
c. Decorating of the hall to be carried out in August.

[bookmark: _Hlk3792084]07/2025-11 To receive and confirm the following Financial Matters:
a. [bookmark: _Hlk524598654] To receive and note the current bank balances - noted
b.  To receive and approve invoices presented for payment for July 2025 - agreed
c.  To note payment of Staff Salaries for June 2025 by bank transfer payable on the 15th July 2025 - noted
d.  Reserves report - noted
e.  In principle agree to sponsor a statue for the annual Blossom Charity trail - agreed

07/2025-12 Repair Café in Eye Town Hall
Council to consider the prospect of holding a regular Repair Café for the community.
Cllr. Rangecroft updated on this item as she had spoken to someone at Diss who hd organised a repair café there. It wasn’t as successful as they had hoped it would be. 
Cllr. Walker commented that if electrical equipment was repaired and then went wrong it could have a negative repercussion.
Cllr. Ager had been speaking to someone at Suffolk Recyclables, which might be a better route.
07/2025-13 Recommend that the Full Council evoke delegated powers to the Clerk and Chairs of Committees under Section 101 of the Local Government Act 1972 to allow business as usual during summer recess. The council agreed to delegate powers. Cllr. Brandon proposed and Cllr. Walker seconded. In favour.

07/2025-14 Camera for The Bank initiated by ToooT 
Members from The Bank and ToooT explained the item. 
Mr Betts spoke on behalf of The Bank regarding a camera being put on to the building to enable data to be collected. The camera would be very specific with the data it collected for example, the companies/farms that were entitled to go through the town would be excluded. The information collected would be sent to Lorry Watch directly. £5k for the camera set up and around £100 to maintain, this would be an ongoing situation. 
Cllr. Salter asked what do you do with the results, if you have evidence of a vehicle going through the town centre when they shouldn’t it can be used to go to the company and stop the drivers using that road.
Mr Rowland stated that safeguarding for the public was so very important, and for the future of the town, hard facts and figures were required as evidence as to the issues Eye has. Lorries were getting bigger and more frequent.
Cllr. Rangecroft asked Cllr. Lloyd how the information could be used in relation to the matters put forward for the ETRO. The ETRO decision would not be reversed a new case would have to be put forward.
Cllr. Salter asked how long they were planning to have the camera for, Mr Betts commented for years ideally. Cllr. Salter expressed concern that the money put to it from the council (hypothetically) would just end up being wasted. Cllr. Lloyd said the information that would be collated would be building a case for future, it’s not a short-term project. 
Cllr. Brandon asked what the likely hood was of being able to use the information from the camera to make a case for the movements in relation to solar farm traffic.
Mr Rowland mentioned that the information from the camera could have influence with satnav to redirect correctly.
The Council agreed to attend a meeting with the camera company in the latter part of August.
07/2025-15 To consider or note items of correspondence not already circulated
None. 
[bookmark: _Hlk3792219]07/2025-16 Date of next meeting Wednesday 17th September 2025.

07/2025-17 Meeting closed at 8.27pm



Signed by Chair:……………………………………..    Date:………………………………..
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Parish & County Reports
July County Report
Jul 02, 2025
UPDATED: 10/07/2025
New Strategy Launched to Tackle Violence Against Women and Girls in Suffolk
While Suffolk remains a safe county in which to live, work, and visit, the reality is that Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence continue to affect too many people. These crimes are often driven by harmful attitudes and gender-based stereotypes that disproportionately impact women and girls. However, the strategy recognises that anyone, regardless of gender identity, can be a victim and that support must be inclusive and far-reaching.
The new Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG) Strategy places the experiences of victims and survivors at its heart. Shaped through extensive engagement with victim-survivors, support services, and frontline professionals, the strategy sets a clear and ambitious vision:
For everyone in Suffolk to play their part in preventing and identifying Violence Against Women and Girls, creating the safety we all deserve.
To achieve this vision, the strategy is built around four key ambitions:
· Stop the abuse before it starts
· Support every survivor
· Hold abusers accountable
· Build a united front
In March 2025, the Suffolk Safer and Stronger Communities Board formally endorsed the strategy, marking an important milestone in the county's coordinated response to Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence.
Councillor Philip Faircloth-Mutton, Cabinet Member for Environment, Communities and Equality and Chair of the Suffolk Safer and Stronger Communities Board, said:
“These are complex issues that require a joined-up approach, with action across all parts of our community. This strategy provides a shared vision and a plan for how we can work together to create lasting change in Suffolk."
Help is available, whether you are currently experiencing abuse, have recently left an abusive relationship, or are concerned about someone you know, you are not alone. A wide range of local, specialist support services is available Tackling Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG) | Suffolk Constabulary
For more information, and to read the full strategy, visit: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/Suffolk-VAWG-Strategy-2025-28.pdf

Council reorganisation affects us all - so have your say today
A new survey giving residents the opportunity to shape the future of councils and public services in Suffolk has been launched.
It’s part of the Government plan to reshape and streamline councils in Suffolk to save money, reduce confusion and improve public services for residents.
Councillor Richard Rout, Suffolk County Council’s cabinet member for devolution, local government reform and NSIPs, said:
“It’s fairly well known that we strongly believe that replacing Suffolk’s six local authorities with a single new council would be smarter, simpler and better for our county.
"We’ve arrived where we have because early figures show it’s the only way to save money, improve services and keep your council tax as low as possible.

“But that doesn’t mean our proposal is the finished product. We want our plan to improve residents’ connection with their local council and we’d like their help to ensure that’s the case.

“A key part of this work is finding out what people think about the state of local government in Suffolk – and what their hopes are for the future.
"After all, it’s their council tax and services so what they think is vitally important.

“This survey will help us to develop our plan so that we can be confident it addresses the issues that matter most to you. I’d therefore encourage all Suffolk residents to take a moment to have their say.”
The survey only takes about 10 minutes to complete, and can be done online at www.suffolk.gov.uk/devolution, by emailing devolution@suffolk.gov.uk or by calling 0345 603 1842 where a member of Suffolk County Council’s customer services team can help residents to complete the survey.
People can also visit any of Suffolk’s 45 libraries to complete the survey online.

It asks questions about local democracy – such as how you raise issues that need addressing, local decision making – such as how you might want to get involved and about the specifics of council reorganisation itself.
The survey is open for eight weeks – until 4 August 2025.
The survey will play a part in helping Suffolk County Council to develop a comprehensive business plan that looks at the best way to organise councils and deliver public services in Suffolk – so that the Government has all the information it needs to decide which proposal(s) to put out to public consultation.
From best practice elsewhere in the country to the costs of various options currently on the table, no stone is being left unturned.

Whilst a final proposal is still to be developed, Suffolk County Council believes that a new single local council is the smartest, simplest, and best option for the whole of Suffolk which will deliver the biggest savings and most sustainable service improvements.
The council argues that any alternatives will have to work hard to justify the risks of breaking up critical services like social care, creating new council boundaries and smaller population sizes.
Early analysis by financial consultants PwC suggests that establishing a single new local council could cost around £19 million but that this could be repaid quickest through the significant financial savings achieved by having one council.
Alternatively, the cost of breaking Suffolk into two or even three – as proposed by Suffolk’s district and borough councils - would cost £7 million to £13 million more and, in the case of three new councils, that investment would never be repaid as there would be no savings to be found.
Councillor Rout said:
“If we want our new structure to retain key local services and to be truly accessible, then the new council or councils needs to be able to afford to do so.
"Breaking Suffolk up would place such financial pressure on new councils that those small, discretionary local services we all value would be at risk from day one.

“To create a truly sustainable and effective council structure for Suffolk, one new council is not just the only viable option, but also the best one.”
Suffolk challenges Government on Planning reform at a National Infrastructure Conference
The Council and other speakers raised concerns that proposed changes to the NSIP regime were not suitably robust to manage the significant changes which NSIPs can bring to host communities, particularly with the proposed replacement of a statutory duty for pre-submission consultation with statutory guidance.
Councillor Richard Rout, Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet Member for Devolution, Local Government Reform and NSIPs, said:
“I’m proud that Suffolk County Council continues to lead the way with its NSIP expertise and influence and can bring together colleagues and speakers from around the country. “Suffolk has one of the greatest concentrations of NSIPs in the UK, and for me it’s important to ensure that local communities are considered first-and-foremost by local authorities, project promoters and government. “Today there were some robust discussions around government’s proposals to scrap the statutory duty to consult for NSIPs. “This is something that the county council fundamentally disagrees with - our communities need more and better consultation, not less. “We welcome any opportunity to further engage with Government to share our expertise as to what meaningful engagement should look like.”
Delegates from across the country attended the Conference to hear speakers from the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG), legal experts, and industry leaders discussing the emerging
Planning and Infrastructure Bill, effective communication with project promoters, and the importance of local impact reports.
The conference further cements Suffolk County Council’s recognised role as a Centre of Excellence for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs) for its expertise when engaging with projects, such as Sizewell C, the Gull Wing, National Grid upgrades, solar farms and offshore wind farms.
The conference was sponsored by Cornerstone Barristers, Howes Percival, National Infrastructure Planning Association and Sharpe Pritchard.
Following the success of this year’s conference, it will take place again in June 2026.

Plug In Suffolk Car Clubs have arrived!
Two cars with a range of over 200 miles have been placed at each of the following locations:
· Girling St Car Park, Sudbury
· Maiden Way Car Park, Hadleigh
· Station Yard Car Park, Needham Market
With the average vehicle parked 96% of the time, the Car Club gives residents the opportunity to simply book a car for the minutes, hours or day that they need, cutting out the expense of car ownership. Suffolk are receiving free membership to the Car Club as well as credit on their account so they can start using the cars straight away.
Car Clubs have been trialled in other areas of the country and can improve air quality, reduce congestion and parking pressure and increase mobility to those without access to their own car. Residents can also experience driving an electric vehicle without the cost of owning one.
The Plug In Suffolk Car Club is just one way that Suffolk’s local authorities are helping to create a net zero Suffolk. This project delivers on two of the Suffolk Climate Emergency Plan’s goals; a reduced number of cars on the road and an increased proportion of vehicles on the road that are low or zero emission. You can find out more about the Suffolk Climate Emergency Plan at greensuffolk.org.
Over the next few months, two car club vehicles are due to be delivered to each of the following further locations:
· Norfolk Road, Ipswich
· Crown Street, Stowmarket
· Cannon Street, Bury St Edmunds
· Ann Street, Ipswich
· Granary Road, Newmarket
· Norwich Road, Lowestoft
· Castle Street, Woodbridge
An initial 18-month trial of the Car Club will determine the appetite for a wider scheme across the county so we could see electric community vehicles rolled out to more locations in Suffolk in the future.
To join the car club, visit co-wheels.org.uk/Suffolk. Suffolk residents can use promo code Suffolk15 to get free membership and £15 credit on their account. After becoming a member, vehicles can be booked via the website, Co Wheels app or over the phone.
This innovative project is funded by Suffolk’s public sector organisations and managed by Suffolk County Council with additional charge point funding provided by the Department for Transport’s On Street Residential ChargePoint Scheme (ORCS). On the ground, the Car Clubs themselves will be delivered by Co Wheels and the chargepoints provided by Connected Kerb, with Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils managing the chargepoints located in their car parks.
Councillor Gerald Kelly, Chair of the Suffolk Councils’ Environment Portfolio Holders’ Group, said:
“It is so exciting to see the delivery of the first batch of Plug in In Suffolk Car Club electric vehicles. As a largely rural county where private transport is heavily relied on, this scheme helps people access a more sustainable method of private transport that is also cost effective and better for the environment.
I encourage everybody in the surrounding areas to use the Plug In Suffolk Car Club whether to transport their families or for work. Once the scheme has been up and running for several months, we will welcome feedback on this trial to see if there is an appetite for Car Clubs to become a permanent part of Suffolk.”
Richard Falconer, Head of Mobility at Co Wheels, said:
“We are delighted to be expanding our network of Co Wheels cars across Suffolk, offering a smarter, greener alternative to car ownership. With each Car Club vehicle taking up to 20 private cars off the road, Co Wheels is helping residents reduce congestion, cut emissions and enjoy more flexible, sustainable travel.”
£8m funding for Bus Service improvements
The funding from the Department of Transport’s Local Authority Bus Grant can be used to create new bus services or enhance existing routes.
Following on from previous grants from the Department for Transport to improve bus services, totalling £3.7m of revenue funding between 2023 and 2025, the new grant which has been allocated for 2025/26 comprises of:
· £2,805,076 revenue for delivering new or enhanced services.
· £5,229,805 capital for new and improved bus stops, bus stations, bus priority measures or vehicle upgrades.
This money will enable Suffolk County Council to invest up to £5 million in capital projects to increase bus priority on congested streets, make improvements to bus stops and gain a better understanding of the journeys people are taking, paving the way for more innovative fare offers in the future. The council also plans to upgrade the current Real Time Passenger Information system, giving live updates on when buses will arrive at stops across the county.
The remaining £2.8 million will be spent supporting the existing services on the county’s bus network and working with bus companies to finalise a number of route improvements and new services, set to launch later this year.
The previous funding has created and enhanced more than 15 routes across the county, through the council’s Bus Service Improvement Programme (BSIP). These included the first Sunday and evening service between Sudbury and Bury St Edmunds for more than 20 years and direct links from Haverhill and Mildenhall to the West Suffolk Hospital.
Successful bids will be contacted in the coming days with new and enhanced services coming online later this year.
“We have seen the positive impact from the previous BSIP funding and our close work with parish councils and local community groups, to enhance and set up new bus links – in many cases the first links in many years allowing people to access goods and services using public transport.”
Cllr Chris Chambers, Cabinet Member for Transport Strategy, Planning and Waste
“This new round of funding will enable us to continue to improve bus journeys in the county and support our ambition to help make public transport a viable alternative to the car for more Suffolk residents.
“We are also aware of the recent cancellations of services in Newmarket and Marham Park, and we are working with local providers and the community to find solutions, utilising the funding from Department for Transport. We have an excellent track record of supporting services when needed and hope to reach a solution soon.”
A full list of enhanced and new services funded with the previous BSIP funding can be found at: Bus Service Improvement Plan - Suffolkonboard including videos from services who received BSIP round 1 funding.
Details of successful bids for the latest round of funding will be posted on Suffolk On Board.
UPDATED: Cllr Henry Lloyd on the 482 Bus Service for Stradbroke and Eye
“I pledged to deliver cross-border bus services during my campaign last year, and so nine months on from my election, I thoroughly welcome the funding approved by Cllr Chris Chambers for the 482 service connecting Eye and Stradbroke to Diss and Framlingham.”
“Providing low-cost, low-emission bus travel for our residents, especially those who are unable to drive, is an important priority for the us, and so I really hope that residents of Eye and Stradbroke take up the new 482 service when it becomes operational later this summer.”






















Appendix 2
Parish & District report
Mid Suffolk District Council Report for Eye Ward – July 2025
Includes Eye, Occold and Redlingfield 
	Motions pass on 20mph zones and new Disability Champion role
	Two motions gained cross-party support at the June 26th meeting of Mid Suffolk District Council (MSDC). The first motion calls on Suffolk County Council to make it easier and simpler for communities wanting 20mph zones to apply for this. The motion highlighted the benefits of speed reductions, including safer roads and an easier transition to active travel. 
A second motion agreed to appoint a disability champion for Mid Suffolk. The role will seek to raise awareness and to improve accessibility to public buildings and services.  

	By-election 
result
	The Haughley, Stowupland & Wetherden by-election took place on the 12th June, which saw Agnes Watson (Green) elected.  

	Future of local government: survey 
	The survey for residents to express their views on the reorganisation of local government is still available on the Mid Suffolk District Council https://midsuffolk.govocal.com/en-GB/projects/have-your-say-suffolk  Please do let us know your views. Closing date – July 25th

	CIL expenditure framework changes
	The recommendations put forward by the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) working group were agreed at MSDC meeting in June. CIL is a charge that planning authorities can levy on new developments, to help deliver community infrastructure in the district. The Council annually reviews the guidelines on how CIL is spent to ensure it continues to meet the priorities of our communities. 
The new changes make CIL applications more responsive - by ending the bid ‘windows’ and instead enabling CIL bids to be put in all-year-round. The scope for CIL spending has also been broadened to include community agriculture projects and community-run pubs and cafes. 

	Elmswell & Woolpit footpath and cycle link 
	A new CIL-funded cycleway and footpath to connect Woolpit with services in Elmswell will enable residents to access crucial services without the use of a car. The scheme is a key piece of active travel infrastructure for the district, and is supported in both Suffolk County Council and MSDC’s Local Walking and Cycling Infrastructure Plans. SCC will adopt and maintain the path once constructed.   


	Creeting Road Waste Depot 
	It was agreed to bring forward some of next year’s budget spend on the waste depot at Creeting Road, to ensure it is ready to the weekly collection of food waste starting in 2026 (part of the national Simpler Recyling scheme.) Babergh and Mid Suffolk Councils had sought to find a new, joint premises for the Waste fleet, but with local government reform underway, it was decided to remain at the current site and to do the necessary upgrade works there. 

	Pride in Your Place grant reopens
	This fund (which launched in 2023) is again open for applications. Parish Councils, voluntary and community groups can apply for grants between £250 - £5,000. The fund can be used for community planting schemes, local heritage and cultural initiatives, new signage, benches and seating areas for public use, equipment for litter picks and community clean-up - among other initiatives. For details please see our Community Funding page - https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/community-funding  

	Eye area energy projects 
	· EcoPower Suffolk (Econergy) have confirmed they plan to hold regular liaison meetings with representatives from the County, District and Parish/Town Councils, plus residents’ groups. 
· The Field Yaxley Battery Energy Storage System project at Eye Airfield was approved by the planning committee in June, with conditions requiring enhanced emergency planning. 

	The Pennings 
	· The Parking Order covering The Pennings is being updated – more information to follow. 
· Mid Suffollk and Suffolk County Council are working together on plans to tackle the overgrown ditch along Ludgate Causeway – updates to follow.
· New benches have been requested as the exiting ones are worn out


Cllr Lucy Elkin 	lucy.elkin@midsuffolk.gov.uk  or 07928 512590     For updates:www.facebook.com/CllrLucy 
Mid Suffolk District Council services: see www.midsuffolk.gov.uk , phone 0300 123 4000  or drop in to Eye Library to see District Council customer service staff on Friday mornings.
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