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MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF EYE TOWN COUNCIL
held in Eye Town Hall on Wednesday 15th July 2026 at 7.00pm
Present:
Cllrs Walker (Mayor), Smith, Brandon (Deputy Mayor), Hunt and Ager
Also present:
Town Clerk, Dist. Cllr. Elkin, Cty. Cllr. Mittock and 2 members of the public

The Mayor, Cllr Walker, welcomed all those present. 

1. [bookmark: _Hlk216891554]Apologies and approval of absence(s)
Cllr. Salter - Accepted
Cllr. Ahearne - Accepted
Cllr. Woodley - Accepted
Cllr. Lewis - Accepted
Cllr. Foulger - Accepted
Cllr. Gatherer - Accepted

2. Members’ Declarations of local Interests and Consideration of Requests for Dispensations
Cllr Walker and Cllr Smith declared an interest in Eye District Volunteer Centre (Trustees).

3. Public Forum
a. County Councillor Report 
· County Cllr Mittock went through her report.
· County Cllr Mittock reported on the Government Bill for the climate emergency.
· County Cllr Mittock had attended a meeting at Cranswick (Weybridge) regarding incubators to hatch up to 3 million chicks. County Cllr Mittock had voted against it.
· County Cllr Mittock reported on the new fire engines at Ipswich.
· County Cllr Mittock had visited the trees on Broome Avenue. A request had been made for Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs) to be placed on them and, due to the history of the trees, for them to be added to the historical register.
· County Cllr Mittock referred to the EcoPower consultation and asked everyone, where possible, to respond to it.
b. District Councillor Report
District Cllr Elkin went through her report (see appendix 1).
c. Members of the Public – questions and matters of concern from those present were invited.
No questions were raised.
The meeting was closed for public participation and formal Council statutory business followed.
4. The Council discussed any matters arising from the minutes and considered approval of the minutes of the Full Town Council Meeting held in May 2026.
There were no matters arising. The minutes were agreed.

5. Co-option of a councillor
a. The Council received an application for a councillor.
Sarah Slayford joined the Council as a councillor. She gave a brief description of who she was and why she wanted to be on the Council.
b. Signing of the Declaration of Acceptance of Office
The Declaration of Acceptance of Office was signed.
6. The Council received and commented on planning applications, appeals and any late applications.
a. Full Planning Application - Erection of two storey side extension; Conversion of existing outbuilding from a gym/utility space to a self-contained annexe
Hawthorn Cottage Langton Green Eye Suffolk IP23 7HL
Application. No: DC/26/02734 | Received: Thu 25 Jun 2026 | Validated: Tue 30 Jun 2026 | Status: Awaiting decision
b. Full Planning Application - Erection of security gatehouse following demolition of existing security gatehouse
               Headquarters Roy Humphrey Group Ipswich Road Eye Suffolk IP23 8AW
               Application. No: DC/26/02690 | Received: Tue 23 Jun 2026 | Validated: Wed 24 Jun 2026 | Status: Awaiting 
               decision
c. Application for Non-Material Amendment relating to DC/23//05929 - To provide a parking space to a substation as per supporting plans/documents
Land South Of Eye Airfield And North Of Castleton Way Eye Suffolk
Application. No: DC/26/02556 | Received: Tue 16 Jun 2026 | Validated: Tue 16 Jun 2026 | Status: Awaiting decision
d. Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/23/05641 - Condition 10 (Construction Management Plan)
              Site Of Former Paddock House Wellington Road Eye Suffolk IP23 7BE
              Application. No: DC/26/02506 | Received: Thu 11 Jun 2026 | Validated: Fri 12 Jun 2026 | Status: Granted
e. Notification for Works to trees in a Conservation Area - T1 T2 T3 Sycamore 12ft fell. T4 Leylandii hedge reduce back to previous 30ft to 15ft T5 T6 Ash crown lift to 12ft
18 Buckshorn Lane Eye Suffolk IP23 7AZ
Application. No: DC/26/02849 | Received: Thu 02 Jul 2026 | Validated: Fri 03 Jul 2026 | Status: Awaiting decision
f. Notification for Works to trees in a Conservation Area - TI Yew reduce height from 18ft to 12ft and laterals by approximately 3ft reducing spread from 15ft to 9ft T2 cypress reduce height from 14ft to 10ft
15 Broad Street Eye Suffolk IP23 7AF
Application. No: DC/26/02848 | Received: Thu 02 Jul 2026 | Validated: Thu 02 Jul 2026 | Status: Awaiting decision
g. Notification of works to Trees in a Conservation Area - Reduce 1 No. Copper Beech (T1) back to previous growth points and Fell 1 No. Sycamore (T2)
1 Broad Street Eye Suffolk IP23 7AF
Application. No: DC/26/02831 | Received: Thu 02 Jul 2026 | Validated: Thu 02 Jul 2026 | Status: Awaiting decision
Cllr Brandon proposed planning comments and noted decisions, Cllr Ager seconded. In favour.
https://planning.baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/  Search by the reference number.
7. The Council received and noted determinations received since the last meeting.
a. Application for Listed Building Consent - Repair works to masonry dwarf wall below the shop window, following a vehicular impact. Replacement one pane of glazing. All materials on a like for like basis. Internal plaster repairs. redecorations internally and externally.
13A Castle Street Eye Suffolk IP23 7AN
     Application. No: DC/26/01613 | Received: Wed 15 Apr 2026 | Validated: Thu 16 Apr 2026 | Status: Granted
b. DC/26/02506|Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/23/05641 - Condition 10 (Construction Management Plan)|Site Of Former Paddock House Wellington Road Eye Suffolk IP23 7BEGranted
c. Application to determine if prior approval is required for a proposed: Installation of other Solar Photovoltaics (PV) equipment on the Roofs on Non-domestic Buildings. The Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 (as amended) Schedule 2, Part 14, Class J - Installation of 153kW solar PV on the Bartrums Trumbar building.
Bartrums Road Services Ltd Brome Industrial Park Airfield Industrial Estate Brome and Oakley Eye Suffolk IP23 7HN
Application. No: DC/26/01583 | Received: Tue 14 Apr 2026 | Validated: Fri 17 Apr 2026 | Status: Decided
8. EcoPower Solar Farm (NSIP) update – Cllr Brandon
The update was the same as that given at the Planning Committee meeting.

9. The Council received any updates or recommendations from the Planning Committee meeting.
There were no updates or recommendations.
       
10. [bookmark: _Hlk3791955][bookmark: _Hlk506803436]The Council received any updates or recommendations from the Environment Committee meeting.
a. An update was received on the rose garden on the corner of Castleton Way.
b. A recommendation was made to purchase a trail camera for use around the town to help address fly-tipping. The cost ranged from £99 to £250. Cllr Smith proposed and Cllr Brandon seconded. In favour to purchase.

11. The Council received any updates or recommendations from the Finance and Governance Committee meeting.
                There were no updates or recommendations.
12. [bookmark: _Hlk3792084]The Council received and confirmed the following financial matters:
a. [bookmark: _Hlk524598654]The current bank balances were received and noted.
b. Invoices presented for payment for July 2026 were received and approved.
c. Payment of staff salaries for June 2026 by bank transfer, payable on 15th July 2026, was noted.
d. The reserves report was noted.

13. Governance items were considered for approval – Town Clerk and Cllr Smith
a. Additional grant funding for more hours of street care work was considered.

14. The Council considered or noted items of correspondence not already circulated.
There had been no items to discuss prior to the meeting.

15. Agenda items for the next meeting were considered.
Cllr Ager advised that the Emergency Plan draft would be proposed at the September meeting.

16. [bookmark: _Hlk3792219]The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Wednesday 16th September 2026.

17. The meeting closed at 19:37.












Signed by Mayor/Deputy Mayor:………………………………………..			


Dated:………………………………………….


Appendix 1

Mid Suffolk District Council Report for Eye Ward (Eye, Occold, Redlingfield) – JULY 2026

	Help with heating oil costs
	Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils and working with Citizens Advice to reach residents who may be missing out on help with heating oil costs. In March, the Government confirmed more than £50 million in funding for low-income households who use heating oil, recognising the recent sharp increases in fuel prices.

Residents receiving a letter from the councils’ Cost of Living team can verify its legitimacy by calling Customer Services on 0300 1234 000.

Residents can also access support via their local Citizen’s Advice or through the County Council’s Crisis and Resilience Fund (which replaced the Local Welfare Assistance Scheme on 1 April 2026): https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/community-and-safety/communities/healthier/suffolk-local-welfare-assistance-scheme 

The campaign builds on the work by the councils’ Cost of Living team, which helps residents understand what help is available and assists with applications. Over the past year, the team has contacted more than 650 households about benefits or support they may have been missing out on. This work has generated almost £100,000 in additional income for local households.


	Healthy Start scheme 
	Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils are working alongside Suffolk County Council to raise awareness of the national Healthy Start Scheme. Healthy Start provides vital financial support to pregnant women and to families with young children, to help them access healthy food, milk and vitamins. 

Residents can find out more, here: https://www.healthystart.nhs.uk/

Over 1,000 eligible families in Suffolk are not claiming this support, with an estimated £1 million over four years currently going unclaimed.
 

	Armed Forces Day celebrations 
	Stowmarket hosted Suffolk’s 2026 Armed Forces Day celebration on June 27th, organised by Mid Suffolk District Council in partnership with Stowmarket Town Council. The well-attended event brought together service personnel, veterans, families and the wider community to recognise the contribution of the armed forces community.


	Suffolk Wine Trail launched
	Mid Suffolk District Council, together with Babergh and West Suffolk Councils, has created a new Suffolk Wine Trail, hosted on the Visit Suffolk website, to help boost wine tourism and the new generation of vineyards in Suffolk.

The launch of the Suffolk Wine Trail coincides with English Wine Week (20th June – 28th June), a celebration of British viticulture.


	Major business moves to Gateway 14 
	June saw the opening of Assan Panel UK's new £45 million manufacturing facility at Gateway 14 in Mid Suffolk. The project will create 105 skilled jobs. Assan Panel makes insulated panelling to improve the energy efficiency of large-scale buildings.
 

	EcoPower consultation to open in June 
	The statutory consultation period for the EcoPower solar project has now opened, running from June 22nd to August 16th. The project is a nationally significant infrastructure project (NSIP), with significant land parcels in both Occold, Eye and other nearby parishes. Residents are encouraged to share their views with EcoPower. 

Mid Suffolk District Council continues to offer monthly, online sessions where parish councillors and residents’ groups can get advice from the council’s in-house NSIP expert.
 

	Stradbroke pool repairs
	Maintenance and repairs to the roof and within the pool hall are expected to result in the closure of Stradbroke swimming pool between July 21 and August 11, although exact dates will be confirmed nearer the time. The rest of the leisure centre will remain fully operational during the work. This is part of Mid-Suffolk Council’s ongoing programme of investment in the District’s Leisure Centres. 


	Safety issues – veteran oak trees in Eye
	Following the recent collapse of a privately-owned oak tree, I have confirmed with Mid Suffolk officers that the oak trees on District Council-owned land have had the appropriate health-checks. 

The veteran oak trees located along Victoria Hill that are within the curtilage of Elizabeth Court (Sheltered Accommodation) are subject to an established programme of inspection and management:

· A detailed survey of these trees was undertaken in 2020.
· Subsequent inspections and specialist investigations have been carried out where necessary, including Picus testing to assess internal decay where fungal presence has been identified.
· A further works programme was completed in September 2024, which included removal of a dying oak (Tree 7), crown lifting, deadwood removal, ivy management, and works to other trees identified as requiring intervention.
· All scheduled works have now been completed, and periodic visual checks continue to monitor tree condition.

Where trees are located on private land but are within falling distance of the public highway, responsibility for ensuring they do not present a danger rests with the landowner (all tree owners have a duty of care to those that may be injured or property damaged by ‘tree failure’ and conformity to this is typically achieved by periodic inspections by competent persons  ie Tree Contractors/consultants). However, enforcement and any formal action in relation to risk to the highway falls to Suffolk County Council (SCC) as the Highway Authority. 

In cases such as this, where a tree has failed onto the adopted highway, I have been informed that SCC is the appropriate authority to assess the wider risk and determine whether any further action is required by homeowners/landowners along this stretch of road. Accordingly, I have now contacted our County Councillor to ask for her assistance with looking into this matter. 


	Cross Street EV chargers
	The Cross Street EV chargers have unfortunately been out of action since end-February. When Plug N Go reported this to Mid Suffolk, officers organised for a contractor to check and repair the EV chargers. This revealed that the chargers are working fine – but the electricity supply is not. Officers are now waiting for a quote for repairs to the electricity supply. I will update when have this. In the meantime, the EV chargers in Buckshorn Lane remain operational.


	Locality Award opens
	The District Council’s Locality Award grant - for smaller, community projects – is open for 2026/27. Further details and an application form can be found here: https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/w/locality-awards

Applications are welcome – please get in touch with Lucy for further information.
 



Cllr Lucy Elkin 	lucy.elkin@midsuffolk.gov.uk   phone 07928 512590  www.facebook.com/CllrLucy 
Mid Suffolk District Council: phone 0300 123 4000, or drop in to see Council staff or Citizen’s Advice at Eye Library, every Friday 9.30-12pm – no appointment is needed.
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