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MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF EYE TOWN COUNCIL
held in Eye Town Hall on Wednesday 15th April 2026 at 7.30pm
Present:
Cllrs Brandon, Smith, Salter, Ager, Hunt, Lewis, Woodley, Gatherer, Walker, and Foulger
Also present:
Town Clerk, Cty. Cllr. Lloyd, Dist. Cllr. Elkin and 3 members of the public

The Mayor, Cllr Brandon, welcomed all those present.

PART A
1. [bookmark: _Hlk216891554]Apologies and approval of absence(s) 
Cllr. Ahearne gave apologies – accepted.
The mayor informed the council that Cllr. Rangecroft had resigned from the council with immediate effect and 
Cllr. Crispin was no longer on the council either.

2. Members’ Declarations of local Interests and Consideration of Requests for Dispensations
Cllr. Walker declared an interest due to the Eye and District Volunteer Centre.
Cllr. Smith declared an interest due to the Eye and District Volunteer Centre.
Cllr. Ager declared an interest due to the Eye and District Volunteer Centre.
Cllr. Salter declared an interest due to the Eye and District Volunteer Centre.
Cllr. Lewis declared an interest due to the company he works for. 

3. Public Forum
a. County Councillor Report – Cllr. Henry Lloyd
Cty. Cllr. Lloyd read out his report highlights. See appendix 1.
b. District Councillor Report – Cllr. Lucy Elkin
Dist. Cllr. Elkin read out her report highlights. See appendix 2.
c. Members of the Public – to receive questions and matters of concern from those present.
Cllr. Walker asked Dist. Cllr. Elkin about what was happening with the brown bins as he received a letter saying that the service would no longer be available.
Cllr. Gatherer stated that all 4 electricity charging points in Cross Street car park hadn’t been working for the last 6 weeks. 
Meeting to be closed for public participation.  Formal Council statutory business as follows: -
4. To discuss any matters arising from the minutes and agree the minutes of the Full Town Council Meeting on the 18th March 2026. No matters raised. Minutes agreed.

5. To receive and comment on planning applications appeals and consideration of late applications. 
a. Application for Listed Building Consent. Replacing cement render with lime render to west gable.
Burnt House Farm Hoxne Road Eye IP23 7NL
Application. No: DC/26/01318 | Received: Thu 26 Mar 2026 | Validated: Fri 27 Mar 2026 | Status: Awaiting decision



b. Notification of works to Trees in a Conservation Area - Lift crown of 2 No. Conifer (T1-2) to 5m and Remove lowest 4 branches of 1 No. Birch (T3) and prune in the 3-4 upper branches by 1-2m
 41 Castle Street Eye Suffolk IP23 7AW
Application. No: DC/26/01158 | Received: Tue 17 Mar 2026 | Validated: Tue 17 Mar 2026 | Status: Awaiting decision
c. Development by a Statutory Undertaker - The removal of 3 no. antenna, and the installation of 9 no. replacement antenna and ancillary radio equipment onto new support poles at existing lattice mast and ancillary development thereto.
 Diss Compressor Station Langton Green Eye Suffolk IP23 7HL
Application. No: DC/26/01126 | Received: Mon 16 Mar 2026 | Validated: Tue 17 Mar 2026 | Status: Awaiting decision
d. Application for Consent to Display Advertisements. Window and high level shop signage illuminated.
First Floor Lawrence House Magdalen Street Eye IP23 7AJ
Application. No: DC/26/01085 | Received: Thu 12 Mar 2026 | Validated: Fri 13 Mar 2026 | Status: Awaiting decision
e. Full Planning Application - Erection of 1 No. Detached Dwelling, including new garages/cart sheds and vehicle access points
Land At Langton Grove Eye Suffolk
Application. No: DC/26/00998 | Received: Mon 09 Mar 2026 | Validated: Fri 20 Mar 2026 | Status: Awaiting decision
f. DC/26/01194|Householder Application - Erection of single storey extension to East Elevation to form kitchen and dining area|4 Langton Park Eye Suffolk IP23 7LZ

  Cllr. Brandon proposed no objections on item a-f, Cllr. Walker seconded. In favour.
https://planning.baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/  Search by the reference number.
6. To receive and note Determinations received since the last meeting.
a. Application for works to tree/s in a Conservation Area - Mature Beech tree (T1) in front garden next to house and driveway: Reduce the overall canopy of the tree to previous pruning points. Eastern canopy side to be reduced further by up to 3m to create a more overall compact canopy as specified following the results from Picus report and recent test. Reason for works - Due to results and recommendations following recent Picus test and report
The Old School House 2 Castle Hill Eye Suffolk IP23 7AP
Application. No: DC/26/00546 | Received: Tue 10 Feb 2026 | Validated: Wed 11 Feb 2026 | Status: Decided

b. Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/25/04749 - Conditions 3 (Materials) , 8 (Traffic Management Plan), 9 (Delivery Plan) and 11 (Biodiversity Enhancement Layout)
6 Church Street Eye Suffolk
Application. No: DC/26/00332 | Received: Wed 28 Jan 2026 | Validated: Wed 28 Jan 2026 | Status: Granted
ETC would be querying the height of the fencing and deliveries.
c. Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/25/03635 - Condition 3 (Construction Management Plan), 5 (Biodiversity Enhancement Measures and Landscaping), 7 (Evidence of Connection Agreement), 8 (Fire safety Management Plan) and 9 (Emergency Access and Water Supply)
 Verge At Progress Way Mid Suffolk Business Park Eye IP23 7HU
Application. No: DC/26/00160 | Received: Thu 15 Jan 2026 | Validated: Wed 28 Jan 2026 | Status: Granted
Light Sussex Farm, application for 8 lodges had been refused. Dist. Cllr. Elkin commented that there may be an appeal to the decision, if no appeal works to remove the lodges would not necessarily be instant.
7. EcoPower Solar Farm (NSIP) update – Cllr. Brandon
No update since the previous meeting.

8. To receive any update or recommendations from the Planning Committee meeting
Deferred to in camera.
       
9. [bookmark: _Hlk3791955][bookmark: _Hlk506803436]To receive any update or recommendations from the Environment Committee meeting. 
a. INFORMATION ONLY – Memorial H & S check would be on Sunday 26th April 2026. Also, the new benches would be installed on the same day. 
b. The bricks left over from the rose garden/memorial garden at the cemetery would be utilised as markers for reserved plots and for raised allotment plots at the Victoria Mill allotments.

10. To receive any update or recommendations from the Finance and Governance Committee meeting.
a. Eye Town Council office 
Recommendation from F & G meeting on 9th April 2026 to pay additional rent so ETC can relocate to the upstairs offices and rent the back office/meeting room also. This would give the council more office and meeting room space. Rent costs would increase from £2000 (one small office and use of a meeting room) to £6000 (1 large office/meeting space a smaller office and the downstairs back office/meeting room) per year.  Cllr. Salter proposed and Cllr. Smith seconded. All in favour.

11. To receive any update or recommendations from the Town Hall and Events Committee meeting.
There was no meeting held in April.
12. [bookmark: _Hlk3792084] To receive and confirm the following Financial Matters:
a. [bookmark: _Hlk524598654]To receive and note the current bank balances. Noted.
b. To receive and approve invoices presented for payment for April 2026. Approved.
c. To note payment of Staff Salaries for March 2025 by bank transfer payable on the 15th April 2026. Noted.
d. Reserves report. Noted.
e. INFORMATION ONLY - Internal Audit for 2025-26 Year End 
Heelis & Lodge would be carrying out the audit on 15th May 2026.
f. Year End 2025-2026
i. Council to approve the Annual Governance Statement 2025-26 (section 1)
The Town Clerk went through section 1, the council approved. All in favour.
ii. Accounting Statements 2025-26 (section 2)
The Town Clerk went through section 2, the council approved. All in favour.
g. Council to consider replacing the ovens in the town hall kitchen. Budget to be proposed.
It was felt that replacing the ovens wasn’t a priority at present, but it would be monitored.
h. Council to consider purchasing new pots and pans for the town hall kitchen. Budget to be proposed.
It was approved for replacement pots and pans, Town Clerk to place an order up to £150.

13. To consider or note items of correspondence not already circulated
a. Request from a resident at Castle Hill in Castle Street in relation to speeding vehicles approaching the 20mph zone.
The Town Clerk would get a price for a SID (speed indicator device) due to the lack of line of sight in that area speed gun checks were not possible; it was also requested that costs be sort for getting a post installed for the sign.

14. Under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public and press are excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 3 of Schedule 12A of the Act.

PART B IN CAMERA
Agenda item 8 – Cllr. Brandon explained what had been discussed. 
Eye Neighbourhood Plan: Cllr. Brandon updated the council regarding the NHP workshop which was attended yesterday by the Town Clerk and members from the Steering Group. 
Cllr. Brandon proposed that ETC use monies set aside for an independent call for sites report.  It was unanimously agreed to proceed.
15. Cemetery Administration Assistant
Council to consider making the employee a permanent member of staff. 
Cllr. Brandon proposed and Cllr. Woodley seconded. All in favour. Town Clerk to action.

16. Review Caretaker job description
It was agreed that the Town Clerk, Cllr. Salter and Cllr. Woodley would review and report back to F & G.
 
17. Agenda items for next meeting
There were no items put forward.

18. [bookmark: _Hlk3792219]Date of next meeting Wednesday 20th May 2026. Noted.

19. Meeting closed.








Signed by Chair: …………………………………………..              Date: …………………………………..


















Appendix 1
Parish & County Reports
April County Report
My last report before the local elections. It has been a real privilege to serve you for the last sixteen months.
Cllr Henry Lloyd
Apr 02, 2026
First, a Thank You!
I just wanted to include a brief comment at the start of this report, as it has been a privilege to serve as your County Councillor since October 2024, and I do hope that I will be returned in the May elections, but in life nothing is certain.
It has been a fantastic experience to work with such great communities, and so if this is it for my time on Suffolk County Council serving you, then I have enjoyed every moment of it.
I am currently running a feedback survey and looking for honest thoughts about my performance as your Councillor. You can find that here, and please do be honest with your views!
https://www.suffolkconservatives.org.uk/henry/feedback

Suffolk Archives Awarded National Accreditation
John Sheridan, Chief Digital and Information Officer for The National Archives presented the award to Cllr Nadia Cenci, Cabinet Member for Communities and Judith Berry, Head of Suffolk Archives and The Hold.
Accreditation is the UK quality standard which recognises good performance in all areas of archive service delivery. Accredited Archive Services ensure the long-term collection, preservation and accessibility of our archive heritage.
Receiving it shows that Suffolk Archives, based at The Hold in Ipswich, has met clearly defined national standards relating to management and resourcing; the care of its unique collections and what the service offers to its entire range of users.
Cllr Nadia Cenci, Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet Member for Communities, said
“We are absolutely delighted to receive Archive Service Accreditation. This achievement is a testament to the dedication and expertise of our Suffolk Archives team, who work tirelessly to preserve, celebrate and share our county’s rich history. We are incredibly proud of the outstanding service they provide to our communities, and this recognition reflects the high standards, passion and commitment
that underpins the service.”
John Sheridan, Chief Digital and Information Officer for The National Archives said;
“Congratulations for your vision, commitment and determination that has allowed you to create this phenomenal facility. Archives matter. The records they hold tell us about where we’ve come from, they anchor us at a time of sometimes bewildering change.
“The three things that stood out for me was this is a living archive that’s bringing new collections into its custody. You’ve created partnerships to digitise records and make them more widely available, to transmit records through time and through generations of technological change.
“Thirdly, this is an archive that knows that it needs to be used by its communities, whether it’s through public engagement, outreach, or education. For you to reach and impact so many is an enormous credit to you all. This truly is an archive service that Suffolk can be proud of.”
Suffolk Archives is the home to more than 900 years of local history. It collects, cares for, and shares the county’s stories through records that reflect Suffolk people’s lives, work, and heritage.

Suffolk Parents urged to get children vaccinated amid national measles resurgence
England has seen a return of measles outbreaks linked to falling vaccination uptake, and the UK recently lost its World Health Organization measles elimination status.
Vaccination rates remain below the 95% coverage needed to prevent outbreaks, with almost one in five children starting primary school not fully protected against serious diseases. Measles is one of the most infectious diseases in the world and can lead to complications including pneumonia, meningitis, and brain inflammation.
Health leaders are urging parents to get their children vaccinated in Suffolk to ensure the county maintains high levels of vaccination to protect local communities and prevent similar outbreaks.
Stuart Keeble, Director of Public Health at Suffolk County Council, said;
“We have seen the impact nationally when vaccination rates fall. Suffolk has good uptake compared to some areas, but we cannot be complacent.
“Vaccination remains the simplest and most effective way to protect children from serious illness. We’re urging parents and carers to make sure their children are vaccinated and fully protected.”
Since 1 January 2026, the NHS has introduced the MMRV vaccine, which protects against measles, mumps, rubella and chickenpox. It replaces the previous MMR vaccine by adding protection against chickenpox and helps ensure children are protected before starting nursery or school.
MMRV has been safely used in other countries for many years. Anyone eligible who has not yet received both doses of MMR or MMRV is encouraged to come forward to ensure they are fully protected.
For children born on or after 1 January 2025, MMRV is offered at:
· 12 months - first dose
· 18 months - second dose
Two doses provide strong protection and help safeguard vulnerable groups, including babies too young to be vaccinated and those with weakened immune systems. The NHS childhood immunisation programme prevents around 5,000 deaths every year in England. All childhood vaccinations are free on the NHS.
Dr Frankie Swords, executive medical director, NHS Suffolk and North East Essex Integrated Care Board, said:
“Vaccination is one of the important things we can do to protect the health of our children and those around them, which is why I urge parents and carers to ensure their children are up to date with their doses.
“Vaccinations are proven to be safe and effective and help prevent serious illness. Have a look at https://www.nhs.uk/vaccinations/ for more information or talk to one of your GP practice team.”
Parents and carers will usually be contacted by their GP practice when their child is due a routine vaccination. If your child has missed a vaccine and is over 18months they can be caught up at any time. If you believe your child is due or has missed a vaccine, contact your GP practice to book an appointment.”
If you are unsure what vaccinations your child has already received, check the NHS app, their Red Book or speak to your GP practice.

Government decision on energy projects could threaten Suffolk communities
Government is planning to overhaul the nuclear system to speed up building, strengthen national and energy security, cut costs, and not get “bogged down in processes”, as described by the Prime Minister.
In response to a report by the Nuclear Regulatory Taskforce, government has accepted a recommendation to establish an in-house unit at the Department for Energy Security and Net Zero (DESNZ), to discharge Development Consent Order (DCO) requirements.
This is currently the responsibility of local authorities, who are best-placed to consider the impacts on local communities and local environment.
“At a time when government is looking to increase the speed of delivery and reduce complexity of these projects, I fail to see how this recommendation will speed up process.”
Councillor Richard Rout, Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet Member for Devolution, Local Government Reorganisation and NSIPs
Taking this further, government is also minded to extend that approach beyond nuclear projects and electricity network projects, to all energy projects.
Suffolk County Council is concerned that this will in fact add layers of bureaucracy, slow down the process and put communities at risk of being ill-considered as projects are built.
Councillor Richard Rout, Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet Member for Devolution, Local Government Reorganisation and NSIPs, said:
“Local communities rely on their local authorities to hold National Grid, and other energy developers, to account – something which Suffolk County Council has, and continues to do effectively. We can ensure that they are robustly protected when this critical national priority infrastructure is being built.
“Does DESNZ have the capacity and skills to deliver this work for multiple projects across the country? Or will it, as seems more likely, place additional burdens on local authorities to support this new layer of bureaucracy, with the cost falling on local taxpayers?
“At a time when government is looking to increase the speed of delivery and reduce complexity of these projects, I fail to see how this recommendation will speed up process.”
This means that projects directly affecting Suffolk like Norwich to Tilbury pylons, Sea Link and LionLink risk causing more harm to local communities and environment, when decisions and powers to discharge will fall to DESNZ, rather than experienced local authorities.

Government announces outcome of local government reorganisation in Suffolk
The Government has announced the highly anticipated outcome of Local Government Reorganisation in Suffolk
· Three new unitary authorities will replace the current two-tiered system in Suffolk, East Suffolk, West Suffolk, and Ipswich and South Suffolk
· Transition planning is underway and services will see no change to deliver throughout the process
The government has announced its decision on Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) in Suffolk in 2028, opting for three unitary authorities – despite clear evidence that this is not the best outcome for Suffolk.
This is a major milestone in the future of local government in the county and reshapes how councils are structured and how services are delivered across the county.
Each of the three new unitary councils will cover their own new geographical area: West Suffolk, East Suffolk, and South Suffolk and Ipswich.
Cllr Matthew Hicks, Leader of Suffolk County Council, said:
“I am astounded that the government has made the decision to divide our great county through the creation of three independent authorities based on random geographies. LGR provided a huge opportunity to improve the services our residents rely on, and I strongly believe that a single authority was the only way to do this.
“Dividing our county into three new areas carries huge risks to service provision for vulnerable people and long-term financial resilience. Throughout the process we have been clear that a single authority for the whole county would not only be the most financially resilient, saving £40 million a year, but it would also be the best option for improving service delivery.
“I strongly believe the three council case for change lacked significant supporting evidence and delivery plans, making the Government’s decision even more ludicrous. Senior leaders from across Suffolk highlighted their concerns with the plan, however, their views appear to have been ignored.”
Cllr Richard Rout, Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet Member for Devolution, Local Government Reform and NSIPs, said:
“This decision threatens the future financial stability of local government in Suffolk, and I fear the net result will be substantial cuts to local services. The One Suffolk proposal clearly outlined how one council is the only financially viable option, offering the best opportunity to improve local services.
“Splitting up key county-wide services that vulnerable residents rely on, such as adult social care and children’s services, is an enormous risk. Not only will it put those most in need at risk, Government opting for three new councils means Suffolk will be £145 million worse off in the first 5 years and £13 million worse off every year thereafter.
“We’ve been sold the fairytale that smaller councils must be more local, however three new councils will mean three sets of senior staff, three sets of back-office services and three times the bureaucracy. I stand by the fact that a single council for Suffolk is the smartest, simplest and best option for our county and think a significant opportunity has been missed but I’ve come to expect little else from this hopeless Government.”
The creation of three unitary authorities for Suffolk will mean the abolition of all Suffolk’s councils:
· Suffolk County Council
· East Suffolk Council
· West Suffolk Council
· Babergh and Mid Suffolk Councils
· Ipswich Borough Council
While detailed boundaries are still being finalised, the creation of three unitary councils, West Suffolk, East Suffolk, and South Suffolk and Ipswich, means that from May 2028 the new councils will replace the following:
· West Suffolk: West Suffolk Council, as well as parts of Babergh and Mid Suffolk Council
· East Suffolk: East Suffolk Council, as well as parts of Mid Suffolk Council
· South Suffolk and Ipswich: Ipswich Borough Council as well as parts of Babergh Council, and East Suffolk Council
Elections for the new shadow authorities will take place in May 2027, with the new councils formally taking over responsibilities from May 2028. This transition period will enable detailed work for reorganisation to take place, and services will be delivered as usual throughout the process.
Additionally, each new authority would be responsible for the delivery of the services previously undertaken by the County Council in their specific area. The new councils would have responsibility for delivering services including waste collection, planning, adult social care, children’s services, highways and more.



























Appendix 2
Mid Suffolk District Council Report for Eye Ward (Eye, Occold, Redlingfield) – APRIL 2026

	Devolution and local government reform
	In March the government announced its decision to form three new unitary authorities in Suffolk (covering West Suffolk, Central and East Suffolk, and South Suffolk and Ipswich). Detailed boundaries are still being finalised. Further details can be found here:  https://threecouncilsforsuffolk.org/
Elections to the new ‘shadow’ unitary authorities will take place in May 2027. The unitary councils will take over formal responsibilities on ‘vesting day’ in May 2028. Until then, the existing County and District Councils will continue to deliver services as normal. This transition period is to enable detailed work on reorganisation to take place. 
· County Council elections – May 7th 2026
· Elections to the new unitaries – expected May 2027
· Mayoral elections – expected May 2028

	Council funding for neighbourhood plans
	Mid Suffolk District Council has introduced new funding to support Parish Councils to prepare Neighbourhood Development Plans and Reviews. A Neighbourhood Plan is written by the local community to help ensure that the right types of development are built in the right place. 

Until last year, groups developing a Neighbourhood Plan were able to apply for government grants of £10,000 to help cover the costs of technical support (funds were distributed via an organisation called Locality.) This grant scheme was withdrawn in June 2025. Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils have agreed alternative funding for our area, with grants of up to £20,000 to support groups to prepare Neighbourhood Plans.

The government has increased targets for house-building across the country, as part of its ambition for 1.5 million new homes in this parliament. In Mid Suffolk the housebuilding requirement has risen from 535 to 748 new homes a year (up 40%). 


	Changes to waste collection and recycling start in June
	The Better Recycling scheme is starting in June. This will see the collection of food waste and additional items for recycling, with more frequent collections overall. 

The new bins are now arriving throughout the district: every home across Mid Suffolk will be receiving a new blue-lidded bin and a smaller food-waste bin and food waste caddy. Until the start of the new scheme in June, residents should continue to use their existing bins as normal. 

Information packs will be sent out with further details, and information can also be found here: www.suffolkrecyles.org.uk and on social media @suffolkrecyles


	Boost to arts funding 
	The Mid Suffolk Culture Fund was first awarded in 2025 to support community organisations that contribute to the rich culture of the district and help provide opportunities for people to engage with the arts. The fund ran again this year and 10 organisations have received a share of just under £120,000, with projects covering a wide range of areas and all age groups. This includes funding for Orchestras Live, which will use a grant of more than £8,000 to facilitate an intergenerational orchestral project in Eye and surrounding areas. 

Information on other grants available from the District Council can be found here: https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/community-funding


Cllr Lucy Elkin 	lucy.elkin@midsuffolk.gov.uk   phone 07928 512590  www.facebook.com/CllrLucy 
Mid Suffolk District Council services: phone 0300 123 4000, or drop in to see Council staff or Citizen’s Advice at Eye Library, every Friday 9.30-12pm – no appointment is needed.
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